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“and H1s name 


shall be called 
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The Prince of Peace” 
—Isa. 9:6 
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PELOUBET'S 
SELECT NOTES for 1946 


By Wilbur M. Smith 


72nd Annual Volume 
The oldest and most complete commentary on the International Bible Lessons for 
Christian Teaching. An encyclopedia of information, workable aid and inspira- 
tional material for teachers of all grades. Maps and pictures—over 100 illustrations 


$2.00 


Therefore, Stand 
A Plea For A Vigorous Apologetic ; 
In This Critical Hour Of The Christian Faith 
By WILBUR M. SMITH 
Over 600 pages of rich reading material that the publishers proclaim “Dr. Smith’s 
greatest piece of work.’ $3.00 
A Treasure of Hymns 
By AMOS R. WELLS 
A considerable amount of hymn lore, which includes brief biographies of 120 
leading hymn writers with their best hymns, is here presented in permanent form 
for the use of pastors, church workers, young people’s societies, and all lovers 
of hymns. $2.00 
Things Important 
By DARWIN X. GASS 
A recent book-of-the-month selection of the Pulpit Book Club bringing to life the 
deep and abiding conviction in the verities of the Christian faith. $1.50 


66 More Modern Parables for Young Folks 
With Prayers and Scripture 
By JOHN HENRY SARGENT 
A volume of three-minute talks, simple yet stimulating to young minds, excellent 
for illustrative material for all age groups even though especially designed for 
Junior and Intermediate ages. $1.50 


Your Faith and Your Neighbor's 
By FREDERICK HALL 
A quiz book of world religions, ideal for social or study groups as well as for 
individual use. $1.00 


Bible Characters In Cross Word Puzzles 
By LUCILE PETTIGREW JOHNSON 
Puzzles based on the lives of famous Bible men and women, with the diagramed 
answers in the back of the book. ~ $1.00 


Gold Holly-Wreath Series 


A handsome new gift edition of four Yuletide favorites bound in gay Christmas- 
red cloth, with decorative end sheets and holly-wreath stamping on the covers. 
THE FIRST TO KNEEL OUR BETHLEHEM GUESTS 
By Catherine P. Newell By William A. Knight 
A LOVELY FIND THE MAN WHO FOUND XMAS 
By William A. Knight By Walter P. Eaton 
60c ea, 


Seek-and-Ye-Shall-Find Series 
Bible Cross Word Puzzles 


Four series based on the Bible, each containing 48 cross word puzzles bound in 
pads. Work-sheet pads 35¢ — diagramed-answer pads 15c each series. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY Boston 16 
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%, Outstanding 
© Keligious Books 


Pastoral Work 


By ANDREW W BLACKWOOD A valu- books for the clergy in recent years. A 
able reference book on how the pastor must for every pastor’s study ’“—Cleve- 
can be of the greatest service to his land Press. A Westminster Source Book 
partshioners. ‘‘One of the finest source for Ministers. $2.00 


The Christian Sacraments 


By HUGH THOMSON KERR. This splen- helpful suggestions for their observance 
did Source Book for Ministers shows how in the life and worship of Protestant 
each of the sacraments fits into the broad —_ churches. 

scope of the Gospel, and holds many A Pulpit Book Club Selection $2.00 


GENIUS IN THE LIGHT OF SCRIPTURE 


By EMILE CAILLIET The delightfully read- sought “A superb interpretation./“— 
able biography of one of the greatest Federal Council Bulletin. 

of French scientists, who turned to God 383 pp., notes and index. $3.75 
for the truth and solace he had always 


The Two-E€dged Sword 


By NORMAN F LANGFORD A volume on Biblical sources, with illustrative ma- 
of unique sermons, marked by keen terial drawn from the Scriptures. 
understanding of human nature and of 

the tragedy of modern civilization Based A Pulpit Book Club Selection. $2.00 


The Bible Speaks to Our Day 


By GEORGE BARCLAY The message of | —Christian faith in God’s love, Christian 
the Bible as it relates to these times of- standards of conduct, and Christian fel- 


fering three solutions to man’s problems — lowship among all races. $1.00 
The Message of the New Testament 
By ARCHIBALD M. HUNTER. In which the _ single Gospel. ‘Fascinating . . . Every 


New Testament is shown to be one book page has some concise expression of 


of many parts, all bound together by a__ keen _insight.’’—Religion in Education. 
$1.00 


At all bookstores or THE WESTMINSTER PRESS, Box 506, Phila. 5, Penna. 
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An international magazine of parish administration, methods of church 
work, practical theology, applied religion and all phases of minister’s work. 


Published each month by the F. M. Barton Co., Pub., Inc., Caxton Building, Cleveland, Ohio. 


The EXPOSITOK 


and HOMILETIC REVIEW 4 
A Journal of Practical Church Methods” 
pallid Hi ei ae SL 


A MODERN PARABLE 


ND there was a great war among th 

peoples of the earth, and much misery 

and want and inconvenience was th 
outcome thereof, and a certain man bad! 
needed tires for his horseless carriage, but 
man could supply him, for he had no — 
So he reasoned within himself saying, “Wh 
shall I do, for I have nowhere to go to ge 
more tires, and the powers of earth refuse t 
help me out of my dilemma.” And he Sat 
‘This will I do, I WILL CONSERVE M 
TIRES BY NOT GOING TO CHURCH 
This he did, but he wore out his tires by got 
to other places, and that more quickly. 


Verily I say unto you, so is he that spem 
all his days in serving himself and is not tit 
toward God, for unto him that hath shall” 
taken away even that which he hath. Ta 
heed therefore how ye hear, and give to Go 
the time He requires of you, in Church ne: 


Sunday. 
—EDWIN WYLE 


volumes, $3.50. _ Subscriptions are understood as continuing from year to year, unless orders are given to 
contrary. This is in accordance with the general wish of the subscribers. Manuscripts must be typed. No man 
N 


Subscription Rate: Domestic, $3.00 a year. Foreign, $8.50 a year. Single copies, 35e. Back copies, 45c. oe 


script returned unless accompanied by full return postage and addressed to The Expositor, East Aurora, 


ae © 


Copyright, 1945. Entered as second-class matter at the Post Office at Cleveland, Ohio. 
Additional entry at East Aurora, N. Y. 


THE F. M. BARTON COMPANY, PUBLISHERS, INC. 


Joseph M. Ramsey 
Editorial Office 
East Aurora, N, Y. 


W. S. Ramsey 
Caxton Bidg. 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Duncan MacPherson John D. Emrich 
700 So. Washington Sq: 9 W. Wana 
Philadeiphia, Penna. Chicago, Illinois 
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Cauncn SERvIce 


is enriched by fine furnishings 


Mpetchizs the cherished tradi- 


tions in churches throughout 
America, the distinctive beauty and 


_ dignity of American Seating Com- 


pany’s Bodiform pews, pulpits, 
architectural woodwork, wood carv- 
ings and other fine ecclesiastical 
furnishings create an inspiring at- 
mosphere for divine services. 
Whether you plan to build, re- 


“model or refurnish, you will find 


American Seating designs that will 


harmonize ideally with the archi- 
tectural style of your church, large 
or small. Over half a century’s ex- 
perience in scientific research and 
fine craftsmanship assure the dis- 
tinctive quality and durability that 
will prove a source of lasting satis- 
faction. We invite you to consult 
our Specialized Church Furniture 
Designing Engineers, without obli- 
gation, for helpful assistance. Write 
for full information. 


GRAND RAPIDS 2, MICHIGAN 


WORLD’S LEADER IN PUBLIC SEATING 


Manufacturers of Theatre, Auditorium, School, Church, Transportation and Stadium Seating 
Branch Offices and Distributors in Principal Cities 


ecember, 1945 


Page 553 


TO NEW MEMBERS OF 


PULPIT BOOK CLUB 


nee! tue 


Doran's 


MINISTERS 
MANUAL 


DORAN'S MINISTERS MANUAL 


Compiled and Edited by 
THE REV. G. B. F. HALLOCK, D.D. 


| 
1946 Edition : 
| 
| 


and 


THE REV. M. K. W. HEICHER, Ph.D. 


Regular Price $2.50 


We are happy to offer to new members joining now THE PULPIT BOOK CLUB the “‘one 
volume library” that has earned for itself a unique place in every minister's library. Now in its 
twentieth edition, just off the press, this long accepted standard work book again offers a 
wealth of diversified material for the busy pastor of all denominations. Its broad scope of 
contents include Sermon Outlines, Prayers, Poems, Hymns, Texts and Subjects, Illustrations, 
Sermons for Children, Lenten Suggestions, Special Services and material for year-round refer- 
ence. Conveniently arranged and concisely indexed. 


Obtain This Magnificent Work Absolutely Free by Joining 
the Pulpit Book Club Now! 


What Membership in the Book Club Involves 


The thousands of ministers who belong to the 
PULPIT BOOK CLUB have found the service of 
the club unique in the field of religious publishing. 
Through the facilities of the Club they are certain 
to keep themselves informed about all the new 
books that are published that might be of interest 
to them and through the book dividend plan they 
make substantial savings in the purchase of their 
books through the Pulpit Book Club. 


These free books can be given because of the 
large membership of the Pulpit Book Club and the 
saving that can be made in the purchase of the 
books by the Club. This saving is passed on to the 
members in the form of the free book dividends. 


The Pulpit Book Club was designed to be of ser- 
vice to the minister. The thousands of ministers 
throughout the nation who have availed them- 
selves of the facilities of the Club have found it 
truly ‘‘made to order’’ for their book needs. 


Remember 


there are absolutely no obligations on your 
part whatsoever. There are no minimum 
books that you must purchase, and you may 1 
terminate your membership at any time. 
You receive the dividends for books bought 
from us, books that you would no doubt buy I 
anyway, without the benefit of free book 
dividends. Books are of the utmost import- 
ance to each minister—avail yourself of the I 
facilities of the PULPIT BOOK CLUB and 
you will not only be kept informed of the 
publication of the most important books in I 
the field of religion, but you will make 
substantial savings in purchasing them. 
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"2. You receive one book absolutely free with each three 


Features of the Pulpit Book Club 


1. You are not required to buy any specific number of 
books during any period. You may buy none at all 
during the entire year or a book each month. 


principal selections of the Club that you purchase. 


3. For all other books purchased from the Club, be- 
sides the principal selection, you receive a 25% 
dividend in free books. 

4. You receive, each month, without cost to you, the 
Pulpit Book Club Bulletin, with reviews of the 
latest books published of interest to the minister. 
These books are selected from the hundreds of new 
titles that appear each month—selected with but 
one object in view—their value to the minister. 


5. You have the privilege of returning for full credit, 
within 10 days, any books that you receive from 
the Club. 

6. Forms are provided, with each month’s Bulletin, 

which you may use to indicate that you want no 

book at all sent to you, or that you wish another 
book instead of or in addition to.the principal 
selection. 


The Pulpit Book Club, Great Neck, N. Y. E125. 


Please enroll my name in the PULPIT BOOK GLUB 
and send me FREE as my premium for joining the Pulpit | 
Book Club THE 1946 DORAN’S MINISTERS MANUAL. | 
I am absolutely under no obligation to purchase any books” 
if I do not choose to do so. You will send the BULLETIN 
each month and your principal selection unless I inform 
you to the contrary. I may substitute another book of my 
own choice, or indicate that I want no book at all sent. 
And I reserve the right to return for full credit within 
10 days any books that I purchase from the Club and do 
not find satisfactory. For every three principal selections 
that I purchase, I am to receive one book free. 
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_ FORTY-FIRST YEAR 
‘The Teachers’ Guide Beyond Competition” 


—CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE 


INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS FOR 


— PARBELTs 


TEACHERS’ GUIDE 


MARTHA TARBELL. Ph.D., Litt.D. 


oe << ne 
¥ S gn 
¥ s P ¥ 


¢ 


OVER THE TOP FOR 1946 
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FORTY-ONE YEARS’ SUPREMACY — Successful from the first, Tarbell’s 
Teachers’ Guide has steadily grown in influence and popularity until its teaching 


supremacy is universally recognized. 


The thousands of teachers and ministers who have given it a top place 
among Lesson helps know its wide range of help and interpretation and turn 
to it each year as something indispensable to them in their work. 


Simple enough for ay Sunday school teacher, it offers to the skilled instructor 
as well as the average Sunday school worker the results of long and persevering 
study on the part of trained Sunday school workers. 


ALL DENOMINATIONS COMMEND IT 


METHODIST—The Christian Advocate says: 

“Practically invaluable to the teacher of 
the Sunday school lessons throughout this 
country and in many other parts of the 
world.” 


PRESBYTERIAN—T he Presbyterian Tribune 
Says: > 

“It is carrying coals to Newcastle to tell 
the intelligent student of the International 
Lessons anything about Tarbell’s.” 


CONGREGATIONAL—Advance says: 

“Continues its striking features of infor- 
mation and illustration. It is a ‘guide’ as 
well as a ‘help’.” 


BAPTIST—The Watchman-Examiner says: 

“Teachers agree it is indispensable. They 
would not willingly deprive themselves of 
its faithful treatment.” 


Avoid delay by ordering early! 
SUBSTANTIAL BINDING FOR A YEAR’S ROUGH USAGE 
$2.25 Delivered — All Book Stores 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 


158 Fifth Ave., New York 10 
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Let it Lzft the heart 
and Elevate the Mind 
every day of the year... 


There is something about the very nature of bell 
music that expresses the memorial spirit . . . and 
in the harmonic tuning of a Deagan Carillon 
bell music attains heights of expression never 
before approached . . . Here is tonal fidelity that 
stirs the soul, beauty that holds the promise of 
joyous reunion on other shores . . . What form 
of War Memorial could possibly be more elo- 
quent or appropriate? Let us send you inter- 
esting particulars. 


i Ce DEAGAN, ING: 


141 Deagan Building Ill. 


DEAGAN 


er eee 
HAR MONICALLY TUNED 


Chicago 13, 
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Special 
CANDLELIGHT 
SERVICES 


Candlelight services have proved popul 
in churches throughout the nation for elabo 
ate pageants or simple symbolic services. | 
permitting the entire congregation to par 
cipate, these services maintain complete far 
ily and group interest in the church activitie 


Interesting and colorful candlelight servic 
appeal to young and old alike. They can k 
planned by various church groups and soci 
ties to celebrate festivals and other speci 
occasions. Emkay Candlelight Service Se 
simplify the conduct of these services. Thre 
sizes meet the needs of all churches. 


Write for complete information 


Address Dept. E. 


and prices. 


EMKAY CANDLES 
Syracuse l, N. Y. 


A Division of Muench-Kreuzer Candle Co., Inc. 


The 
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HE Christmas Spirit is the Manager of 

the greatest Birthday celebration since the 

world began. Good showmanship creates 
ht atmosphere. Atmosphere is suggestive, 
piring, vitalizing. 
Once again we are in the Golden Age. What 
orld Courts, Peace Parleys, Good Will Con- 
esses and Ecclesiastical Programs have failed 
produce, the Christmas Spirit achieves. 
The ‘warm heart’ melts cold ethic. Crabbed, 
serly, crotchety, Old Scrooge, the villain in 
human drama, falls beneath the spell of 
ful, exhilarant, exuberant Tiny Tim, the star 
or. The final curtain reveals the universal 
ayer and popular opinion, ‘God Bless Us, 
ery One.” 
May you be merry. If you cannot be merry, 
yy you help somebody else to be merry. 
ever before has the opportunity knocked so 
istently. Perhaps if we send some good 
ser out, some good cheer will come in. Life 
a game of Give-and-Take. There are two 
es—the give side and the take side. The 
ill lies in the fact that it requires of one 
e to give awhile, and then the other side, 
d naturally the process reverses itself when 
1 least expect it. Just at the moment when 
1 may be expecting to take, it becomes your 
to give. This is a game which cannot be 
proved. In order to make a success of life 
must be ever ready to go half way. Human 
ure responds nearly every time, when we 
nonstrate that we are willing to do our part. 
1 the other hand it becomes hard sledding 
en we ourselves refuse to budge out of our 
ck. 
If you cannot be merry nor be a stimulator 
merriment, may you at least take time to 
nember the earlier days in which you were 
try. This may be an incentive to you to 
se history to repeat itself. 


nulgee, Okla. 
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ODORS ON 
ON THE BREEZE 


CHAPLAIN RICHARD BRAUNSTEIN 


At the very worst may nobody be sorry that 
others are merty. 

Christmas means so much to this sordid, 
sorry world. Perhaps we do spend inore than 
we ought on Christmas gifts. But it is a very 
fine thing to light a sacrificial candle here and 
there as our share to dispel the gloom. Better 
to over-stress the day than miss its spirit alto- 
gether. Let the Christmas list grow so long 
as the heart grows with it. Begrudge not the 
tired backs and aching fingers, the home and 
Church work and the community demands. 

Christmas comes but once a year. For us it 
comes when the days are shortest and the 
melancholy spell of winter is on the earth. It 
might have fallen in midsummer. As a mat- 
ter of fact, Christmas recurs just when our 
hearts need it most. It lights the longest nights 
of the year with a special star. It warms the 
coldest days with an inward fire. 

Real happiness lies beneath the surface. It 
can sometimes be quickest found when frosts 
are abroad. Every snow-bound season of the 
soul has a Christmas in it somewhere,—may 
have it, when it wills. The chill which drives 
a man indoors upon himself may help him to 
discover how much there is to live for as well 
as how much he already has to live by. We 
may have much to live with and nothing to 
live for. God would fain break the heart’s 
winter with a celestial carol. 

Christmas is more than a date on a calendar. 
It is a fact of history. The Fact of a Person 
with a message and ethic destined to make the 
life nobler and living better. The significance 
of an angel choir heralding joy and peace is 
not that it startled the world centuries ago. Its 
significance lies in the fact that it can do it 
now, today. 

Jesus may not be the Saviour of the world. 
It depends on the world. Christmas may not 
be for the individual. It depends on the indi- 
vidual. 
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OUR 
PRIMARY 
TASK 


AARON N. MECKEL 


attend a meeting of the Lion’s Club in a 

Massachusetts town. The meeting fairly 
brimmed over with good fellowship, warmth, 
friendship. These forty or fifty men were a 
composite unit and on fire with a goal. “The 
greatest opportunity for a man to serve his 
fellowmen may be found in one of our clubs,” 
said a District Officer. A few days previous to 
this, the wife of a young working man of our 
parish said this: ‘Chester has lately been 
initiated into the Masons. He is so thrilled 
with it that the Masonic Lodge has practically 
become his Church.” Then it dawned upon 
me, the pastor of a Congregational Church, 


Reantee it was my good fortune to 


that it was quite possible that the service clubs © 


and lodges of our communities are offering a 
challenge and fellowship to men who are miss- 
ing in our churches! Brother pastors must 
sometimes yearn to see the energy and time and 
enthusiasm that are willingly offered to these 
secondary organizations channeled into their 
churches. 

At any rate, it ought to serve as a challenge 
and stimulus to us. It might well set us seri- 
ously to re-examine the entire structure of our 
Church life. Here are thousands of our 
Protestant men on fire with a zeal for Rotary, 
Lions, Masonry, Odd Fellowship, many of 
whom are only casually interested in the 
Church. 

Evangelism, which John R. Mott defines as 
“the bringing of men into vital union with 
Christ,” is the chief task of the Church. When 
we forsake that Grand Imperative, or at best 
hold it with lessened conviction, then life and 
enthusiasm wane within the Christian fold. 
The foremost need of the hour is for us to 
return wholeheartedly to it. 

First of all, we need to say to ourselves, we 
have a Faith to declare, one that is spiritually 
positive and life-giving, that offers eauaenen 


Braintree, Mass. 
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and wholeness and healing to the distrau 
soul of humanity. In his “The Apostoli 
Preaching,” C. H. Dodd wisely discriminat 
between Didache and Kerygma, the first 
ing the teaching matter for the nurture © 
Christian neophytes, and the latter the vit 
preachment of the Apostles. The Kerygma w. 
the proclamation of living deed, that whi 
God has done for sinful man and his sal 
tion in Jesus Christ. “I transmitted to yor 
what also had been transmitted to me, th 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with th 
Scripture; that He was buried; that He r 
on the third day in accordance with the Scri 
tures, was seen by Cephas and the Twelve. 
(I Cor. 15: 3-5) The rest of the well-know 
account by Paul follows in order. Our Gospe 
therefore, has at its heart and center a corp 
of living fact and experience which must ent 
structurally into preaching if it is to be ev, 
gelistic in the best sense of that much abuse 
word. Above all, men must feel in this ur 
hour, that this Christ of ours is alive, hai 
power to deliver from haunting sins and fear 
and cares, that He is everlastingly contem 
porary! | 
It might be well if occasionally all minister 
put to themselves the abrupt question, Wha 
am I preaching for, anyway? Is my aim jus 
to be intellectually informing, to be a kind o 
clerical commentator on world events, to giv 
a peers of my personal opinions on somi 
subject? Or, is my object in standing in 
Christian pulpit that which looks out from thi 
pages of the New Testament? That tremble 
on the lips of the Supreme Evangelist —‘‘Tha 
they might have life and have it mor 
abundantly?” One who often heard Phillip 
Brooks preach said, “He always makes me fee 
so strong!” Regardless of our various denom: 
national backgrounds, surely we would a. 
agree on this: That the primary aim of Chri: 
tian preaching is to mediate life abundant t 
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t hearers. The very future of our 
otestant Christianity will depend on the 
vid, fervent presentation of an Evangelical 
spel. “Take them anywhere,’ Theodore 
tyler counseled the Princeton seminary stu- 
nts, ‘but never get them out of sight of the 
oss.’ My friend, Emil Homrighausen, says 
at when he preaches to college students he is 
ice and for all done with making adventures 
to academic by-paths. ‘Speaking of speciali- 
tion, we have our specialty, too,” he says, 
ind that is our Christian Gospel.” Dr. Bur- 
td Perry, who ministers to Wellesley stu- 
nts, agrees. What they want to hear from 
ose who are ministers of the Gospel is some- 
ing about fazth, prayer, the Bible, the Holy 
vit, the Kingdom of God, Christ. One is 
minded of the celebrated Verger, who said 
at he had been hearing chapel preachers for 
yer twenty years, but nevertheless still believed 
God! 

Share some words from a letter I received 
om W. E. Woodbury, Secretary of Evangel- 
m for the Northern Baptist Convention: “I 
ish our educated ministers would let their 
wn enthusiasm for Christ and His Church be 
Ore explicit and apparent in their preaching. 
his conviction was deepened as I attended a 
eeting of The Youth for Christ movement 
ith my two younger children. Jack Wirtzen 
reached less than twenty minutes, but his en- 
jusiasm for Jesus Christ was the thing that 
npressed my youngsters. He gave very little 
formation about Christ—but you felt the 
an had met Christ and that he would be 
elighted if he could help another have a like 
recious: experience. You seldom get that im- 
ression from sermons preached from the pul- 
its of our well-established churches in any 
reas today.’ Dr. Woodbury goes on to say 
iat he thinks that it is not primarily sincerity, 
ut Christian enthusiasm that is lacking. Said 
wight Moody: ‘Why not enter into our re- 
gion with at least as much enthusiasm as we 
ring to athletics?” 


II 


We need to get at the center of all our re- 
gious activities, the working concept of an 
vangelistic Church. We must re-grasp the 
ature of the Church as being that of a life- 
iving organism, whose one purpose on earth it 
-to impart to men the life that is in the Son 
f God. Too long have we thought of evan- 
elism as a matter of “special meetings,” as an 
tivity occasionally engaged in for the pur- 
ose of bringing new members into the Church. 
hat assumption is patently false. There will 
e times of special waiting upon God for the 
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outpouring of His Spirit, seasons of intense 
evangelistic effort, times when Churches will 
unite in the effort to make a vital impact upon 
our largely pagan communities. But, let us 
grasp evangelism as a‘perennial process and ac- 
tivity permeating the total life of our churches, 
and flowing like a river through all seasons of 
the year. If laymen and pastors alike would 
catch this vision of an evangelistic Church, 
making it central in their thought and efforts, 
then the results for the Kingdom of God might 
be truly amazing! As Roy Burkhart suggests 
in his little book, “The Church and the Re- 
turning Soldier,” the entire structure of our 
Church life requires “briefing,” re-valuation in 
terms of the redemptive aims and ends of a 
Christian ministry. Take your Church calendar 
in hand, and as you look over the list of 
Committees and organizations with all their 
attendant meetings, ask, “To what end all this 
expenditure of time, energy and money? Is it 
actually furthering the ends of the Kingdom of 
God? To do just that would be for all of us 
to experience a sobering and humbling disci- 
pline! 
Ill 

Evangelism must not only be a strategy at 
the center of our Churches, but must actively 
involve our laymen! The place to begin is of 
course to produce laymen of spiritual convic- 
tions,—men, women and youth who have a 
Christian testimony which they can radiantly 
share. That requires a kind of preaching in 
our pulpits which asks for decisions, verdicts, 
as well as for Christian nurture and growth— 
what the “‘old-timers’ subsumed under the 
category of Sanctification. Alas! it is so easy 
for this sacred business of evangelism to be- 
come selfish, introspective, as though for me to 
know that ‘I am saved” were enough! That 
is exactly where a lot of contemporary evan- 
gelism of a super-emotional and “conservative” 
type has bogged down. It has no beckoning 
frontiers! It is a ‘‘you-in-your-small-corner- 
and-I-in-mine”’ kind of evangelism, for which, 
may God in His mercy forgive us! 

Have you ever felt, as you rose to address 
your comparatively sleek and prosperous con- 
gregation on a Sunday morning, like saying, 
“But, why yet another sermon? You have 
been hearing the Gospel preached year in and 
year out. Suppose we omit the sermon today 
and begin as pastor and people, to live up to 
the light we already HAVE. Brethren, go out 
and share what you have received. Bring such 
as are outside the Church into the Christian 
fold and into living contact with Christ.” 
“Freely have ye received, freely give!’ True, 
we might receive a rather astounding mail on 
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Monday morning! But something, something 
is needed to shock our rutted and largely con- 
ventional Christianity out of its lethargy. We 
are “saved to serve!’ Let’s remind ourselves 
and our people of that again and again! As 
C. S. Lewis says, “We have nice people, but 
need new men!” Hazen Werner tells of the 
member of Alcoholics Anonymous who felt 
himself ‘slipping’ in a strange city. He 
promptly called up a minister in that city and 
asked for the name of the “‘toughest’’ alco- 
holic he knew. Forthwith he set himself to 
save that man,—therein lay his own salvation. 
Too many a modern Church member is like a 
wire no longer plugged into a socket. He 
transmits no energy! And here is G. I. Joe 
coming back by the thousands demanding a 
Church that “gets things done and makes a 
difference.” 

I believe in the efficacy of small groups with- 
in the Church, small Kingdom cells which radi- 
ate redemptive healing, and love and light out 
from the center to the periphery of the Church. 
Brother pastor, if you have only twelve per- 
sons in your total membership who really care 
about Christ and the rare privilege of impart- 
ing Him to others, you have a petard that 
will hoist the spiritual temperature of your 
Church to higher levels! The very future of 
the Church—and of the world—lies in such 
militantly girded minorities. We must have 
instances of actualized potentialities, 
where the Kingdom Order has actually “pressed 
in”. No, not noise and bustle and pretension! 
But quiet and intense cells, throbbing with life. 
There is a wonderful statement in the Acts 
of the Apostles to the effect that “they were 
scattered abroad (by persecution) went every- 
where preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom!” 
Persecuted, yet witnessing ! 


IV 


Finally, the total relevance of our evangel- 
ism to all of life must become increasingly 
clear, especially to the skeptical, secular mind 
of our day. “Brother,” said a well-meaning 
man to me recently, ‘we are all set for the 
defense of the Gospel at our Church.” The 
reply to that restrictive attitude is, of course, 
that the Christian Gospel does not need to be 
defended. It needs only to be witnessed to in 
terms of living word and deed. Our very 
Church Lectionaries make that clear. The 
Nativity is followed by Epiphany. The Reve- 


Page 6560 


areas - 


lation is to eventuate in a revolution. Ther 
must be no “keep out” signs over any of th 
varied interests and activities that constitute th 
daily life of modern man. Niemoller and 
Confessional Church in Germany stumbled u 
on that realization almost too late! “Th 
Church saw very well to what end Hitler we 
leading the German Nation, but she remaine 
silent because she thought it was not her 
nor her duty to meddle in politics, which cer 
tainly was an error and a disastrous one.” $0 
from the famous pastor. “The kingdoms 6 
this world are become the kingdoms of om 
Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign = 
In those words are to be found the grand di 
rective for the Christian Enterprise and Mis 
sion. Selfishness and corruption in politi¢ 
life! The sin of pride and exclusiveness whith 
pertain to racism! The avarice that crouche 
like a serpent in an arrogant nationalism! Th 
denominational and sectarian smugness tha 
keep Christians apart in an hour when Christ’ 
Church needs to bear a total witness! Al 
these must bow before the Lord of Life. Th 
same is true with regard to the several disci 
plines of art, science, education—page th 
atomic bomb! Verily, the statesman, scientis 
educator, artist,—all these—must become is 
tian witnesses lest a proud humanity go th 
way of “Nineveh and Tyre.” 

We have found at long last that there is ne 
short cut into the “brave new world” ou 
hearts yearn for. The greatest contribution th 
Church and its Ministry can make today is td 
produce a new and redemptive individual abe 
whom, as a nuclear beginning, a better wo 
can come into being. Harry Emerson Fosdick 
once told of a cartoon drawn by a po 
artist soon after the close of the First Worl 
War. It revealed a group of men sitting dow 
as a government cabinet to organize the ney 
world. Surrounding the peace table were th 
President, Secretaries of State and of War, « 
all the familiar portfolios. But a new Figure 
was at that Council table—there sat Christ with 
His portfolio, Secretary of Human Relation 
ships. “Until something like that happens,’ 
says Dr. Fosdick, ‘I see no hope for the world.’ 

Surely, we of this day labor under a grea 
compulsion! ‘That the kingdoms of this worlc 
may become the kingdoms of our Lord and 0 
His. Christ,”"—nothing less than that can setvé 


as the ultimate aim of our evangelism. 


yas before the Ministers’ Association of Quine 
Mass. 


ila 
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PASTORAL PRAYER 


LAST SUNDAY OF YEAR 


VER-LOVING God, who, though unseen, art “nearer to us than breathing, closer 

than hands and feet,” we would worship Thee in deepest reverence on this last 

Sunday of the Old Year. As we stand symbolically upon the great divide between 
the past and the future, we are truly grateful to Thee for Thy protecting love through 
the days that are gone. And we are keenly conscious of our need of Thy divine guidance 
and help in the days ahead. 


Before crossing the threshold of the New Year, we would bring our prayer of 
gratitude to Thee for Thy blessings during the Old Year. And we pray that Thou, O 
God, wilt forgive the sins recorded against us during the year that has passed. Re- 
member them against us no more forever. 


Loving God, we enter the New Year not only with thankful hearts, but with 
hunible hearts. May we each give love the right of way in our personal lives and in all 
our social relationships during the New Year. With the going of the Old Year, may 
we let go of all envy, all greed, all malice, all resentment, all bitterness, all unsocial 
prejudice, all belittling selfishness, all unfairness. And as we enter the New Year, may 
each one of us lay strong hold upon faith, upon courage, and upon love. We dare not 
enter the unknown of the New Year without placing our hand in Thy hand, that Thou 


mayest guide us day by day in the Way that leads Home. 


May each of us, young and old, all alike, as we enter the New Year, daily “Lift up 
our eyes unto Thee, O God, from whom cometh our help.” Amen—kR. C. H. 


NUMBERING THE YEARS 


FRED SMITH 


([NONSIDER the years, how they grow! In 
=) the numbering of them many factors 
have had influence. The one track mind 
f the average person is apt to forget all num- 
etings but his own. Seldom do such pause 
consider the deep significance of the fa- 
viliar number by which he comes to date his 
‘tters and other documents. 
orn into another year, another race, or an- 
ther religion would have meant another num- 
ering of the years. In this matter the Jew 
not as the Christian, nor the Mohammedan 
s the Jew. To many, time is but a form of 
rithmetic. But to the spiritually-minded it is 
lways the casket of destiny. It was to such a 
Sncept that Moses, that ancient man of God, 


eavenworth, Kans. 


Yecember, 1945 


To have been’ 


had arrived when he prayed that he might be 
taught to “number his years aright.” 

It is a lesson that all men need to learn 
aright. In this day of new magnitudes it is 
easy to forget the magnificence of ourselves. 
We talk so easily in terms of vastness that we 
cease to think in terms of virtue. Bigness is 
allowed to usurp the place of greatness. We 
forget our Pascal and our Tennyson to our 
own undoing. The intolerable vastness bears 
us down, and we come to think of our brief 
span of life as but a noisy moment in the 
silence of eternity. 

From such errors we need to correct our- 
selves by relating time aright with reality. Pas- 
cal has a word for us here. “Man is but a 
reed,—the weakest thing in nature,—but he is 
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a reed that thinks. It is not necessary that the 
whole universe should arm itself to crush him. 
‘A vapor, a drop of water, is enough to kill 
him. But if the universe should crush him, 
man would still be nobler than that which slays 
him, for he knows that he dies. . . . Our 
dignity consists, then, wholly in thought... . 
Let us then, labor to think well: this is the 
fundamental principle of morals.” 

That is to say we come to number the years 
aright when we learn to look at time, not 
cringingly, but after the manner of Christ. 
Genevieve Taggard has a rewarding word for 
us here when she says, 


Opposite the infinite 

Is the single eye set. 

In its care the infinite lies, 

A mighty jewel claspt to finite size. 

That is to say, time should be claspt, not 
only for memory, but for motive. To count 
the years aright is to do more than count the 
passing years. Time is a marker writing on 
the black-board of eternity. We inscribe the 
pattern we will by giving “every flying minute 
something to keep in store.’ He who would 
number the years aright had better take care 
of the moments. Destiny is the sum of what 
we do with our moments. Letting them slip 
by, with the foolish promise that tomorrow is 
the time that we will capture for our good, is 
to walk the way that has ever ‘‘lighted fools 
to dusty death.” ‘The mountain 
turned into stone.’ So spoke Carl Magg. But 
what shall we say of man? Shall we not say 
that man is Time turned into destiny? Man 
has the power to vesture Time with immortal- 
ity. So Christ taught and so we preach. ‘He 
that believeth on Him shall never die.” 

When a man begins to live by Christ there 
is a deep profound sense in which he ceases to 
live by the clock. Time fades into eternity 
as the morning stars into the sun. In Christ 
a man becomes a citizen of the commonwealth 
of God “where they count not time by years.’ 
Great is the mystery of this indwelling. The 
revealing is for those who have learned to 
number the years aright by enriching the mo- 
ments as they pass. When we come to this 
victorious height, poet and philosopher are as 
one in declaring that ‘“‘age cannot weary us.” 
It matters not whether it be Spengler, Sweden- 
borg, or Shelley, all accounted heretics in their 
time, who speaks, each one utters the ultimate 
orthodoxy of truth here. Spengler echoing 
Swedenborg says that “destiny is always 
young.” Shelley immortalizing the sky-lark 
speaks for the soul of man when he sings: 


In the golden lightning 
Of the sunken sun, 
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is Time _ 


O’er which clouds are brightening, 
Thou dost float and run; 

Like an unbodied joy whose race is just 
begun. 


This is the joy of numbering the years ari 
In the presence of God we never pass t 
number one. We are forever on the threshold 
of eternity. It is always morning, sunrise, in H 
presence. For “there is no night there.” Very 
beautifully has the poet sage of India, Tagore, 
caught the truth of this when he says: ~ 
day comes to us every morning, naked ane 
white, fresh as a flower. But we know it is 
old. It is age itself. It is that very anciéni 
day which took up the new-born earth in i 
arms, covered it with its white mantle of lig tt 
and sent it forth on its pilgrimage among the 
stars. . . . It carries the golden amulet of 
less eternity, at whose touch all wrinkles van 
ish from the forehead of creation. .. . Life 
immortal youthfulness.” 

To be alive in the Truth is to be unfettered 
by time. Such an one has arrived where timeé 
is time no more. The numbering of the year 
aright has brought him to the number one 
God is one; truth is one; time is one. On 
as a symphony is one where sequence is the 
unity might be. Poor is that man who live 
only by the calendar. Life for him is arith 
metic the sum of which is at last nothingn SS 
Zero! But he who lives in and by Christ 
counting not time by the clock, comes to th 


gether for good, where he lives momentous 
in the eternal Now. 


I, ee of Good . 
To crowds that throng the city streets, 
Or jostle in the marts of trade; 
To carefree youth whose joyous feet 
Dance through the world that Thou 
made; 
To masters in the realm of thought, 
And toilers all, beneath the rod; 
To lonely hearts by men forgot, 
Be this to each—The House of God. 


—LEICHLITER. 
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THREE MAGIC GIFTS 


THEODORE TIEMEYER 


OUENSY 


ERY often, the old myths and fairy tales 

yield valuable truths. Much of the an- 

cient wisdom of man was crystallized in- 
) narrative form so that it might be more 
sily perpetuated through the generations. 
his is the story of three magic gifts. 
The Sultan of an ancient kingdom had three 
ns, Hassin, Ali and Ahmed. He also had in 
S$ care a beautiful princess who was his ward. 
) beautiful was she that the three sons daily 
sseeched their father for her hand in mar- 
age. Fearing lest his sons harm each other, 
Sultan called them to him one day and told 
a plan to determine which son was worthy 
‘the princess’ hand. They were to take three 
onths and go anywhere they liked and try to 
ad a rare and valuable gift for the princess. 
fter three months, the Sultan would deter- 
ine which gift was the most extraordinary, 
id its finder would win the princess. 
The sons started out together and after a 
eek’s journey arrived at an inn from which 
int they agreed to separate and meet again 
_the inn when they had found their gifts. 
he next day, Prince Hassin, the eldest, went 
Bisnagar and was so weary from the journey 
at he stopped to rest in a merchant’s shop. 
Thile he was there, the merchant drew from 
s trunk a small carpet for which he asked a 
emendous price. When the prince remon- 
rated, the merchant told him it was a magic 
ring rug that would carry its owner any- 
here he wished to go. Hassin bought the 
—and by means of it was quickly trans- 
yrted to the inn. As he awaited his brothers 
- felt certain no gift they would find could 
rpass his. 
The second son, Ali, found in Bhagdad a 
aall ivory tube about a foot long and an inch 
diameter. At first it seemed ordinary, but 
hen he held it to his eye, he could see any- 
ing, anywhere and anyone whom he chose. 
e quickly purchased this gift and went to the 
n. 


ducah, Kentucky 


Jecember, 1946 


The third son, Ahmed, found in Samarcand, 
a magic apple, one smell of which would re- 
store to health anyone suffering from any ill- 
ness. He tried it on a sick beggar and so 
quickly did it heal him that Ahmed was will- 
ing to pay the great price asked for it. He, 
too, believed his gift the rarest in the world. 

Now when the three brothers met again, 
each began to boast of his unusual gift and 
how certain he was to win the princess. Then 
they began to produce their rare treasures. Ali 
first drew out his magic tube and to demon- 
strate it, desired to see the princess. As he 
looked, he was terrified to see her stretched 
across her bed, ill to the point of death, and 
her ladies about her weeping. He told the 
three brothers and after a moment of paralyzing 
fear, Ahmed spoke up and said, ““Why should 
we despair. Do I not have a magic apple 
which will heal anyone. If only we could get 
there in time.” Then Hassin spoke up and 
said, “I have the very thing, a magic rug, to 
take us there instantly.” So the brothers 
mounted the rug and in a moment were at the 
side of the princess when the magic apple was 
produced and the cure effected. 

The Sultan then called the sons to him and 
pointed out that all three gifts were of equal 
importance, since the absence of any one of 
the three would have cost the life of the 
princess. This is not the whole story, but it 
is enough to bring out the point. We spend 
much of our time over argument, disagreement 
and dissention when, frequently, the very 
things on which we disagree are equally es- 
sential. 

In every discussion, every belief, every field 
of knowledge, there is always more than one 
side to the issue. The truth usually is not 
with one side against the other, but all too 
often includes both. The word “and” can fre- 
quently be substituted for the word “or”. 

When we are close to any problem, we nat- 
urally get one side of the picture. But some- 
one may be just as close and get another view. 
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Instead of saying, ‘This is right’’ or ‘that’ is 
right,” it is desirable to get far enough away 
to get the whole view, and then, often enough, 
we see that both are right. 

This “‘either-or’” controversy becomes more 
serious and bitter when projected in fields of 
religion and belief. Each person, because of 
his individual nature will view religion from a 
different angle. This is perfectly natural. But 
only the small and stubborn mind will conclude 
that everyone else who disagrees with his view 
must be wrong. One of the great faults of the 
Christian Church has been in drawing mu- 
tually exclusive circles. History is full of such 
cases. 

During the early days of the Reformation, 
the Old Church said: ‘You are saved by 
works and works alone. Go to mass; say 
confession; pay your pence to Rome. These 
deeds will guarantee your salvation.” Then 
the wave of the Reformation rose to object and 
soon came an opposing voice crying, “That is 
all. wrong. Faith, and faith alone can save 
you. Your acts have no value; but faith is 
everything.” We can see now that these are 
two angles of the same truth. James antici- 
pated such a controversy by writing ‘‘Faith 
without works is dead” and we know the tfe- 
verse to be true also. 

Then came another disagreement. One 
Church said, “Here is the formula for true 


religion. Tt consists of these rituals; these - 


sacraments and this prayer book.” Soon an- 
other group rose up to remonstrate: ‘‘No, re- 
ligion is not in a book; it can never be bound 
into a concrete form. Religion is an inner 
experience and worship must spring spontane- 
ously from the heart.” We have, most of us, 
come along far enough to see that truth lies 
with both. 

Man is a creature who loves to draw lines, 
but God is the Power that ignores lines and 
man-made barriers. The more able we are to 
see some good in everyone and some truth in 
all beliefs, the closer we shall come to the 
mind of God. 

Some seventy-five years ago the Fox sisters, 
who were endowed with a psychic gift made a 
contact with a world of psychic force. Imme- 
diately they threw overboard all previously 
learned religion and concluded that true re- 
ligion was to believe in psychic phenomena. 
Then the orthodox groups went into hysterics 
and worked up a high blood pressure proving 
that the spiritualist was a heretic, a fraud and 
an unbeliever. Now anyone who has studied 
the facts knows that such a controversy is not 
completely justified. A little research on the 
subject will reveal that much of the psychic 
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phenomena has been demonstrated to the s 
isfaction of many scientists. On the othe 
hand, a little common sense will tell us # 
religion is a whole lot more than hearing spiti 
voices in a seance room. 

Then Mary Baker Eddy discovered a ne 
angle of the use of God’s power and a ne 
approach to the use of the mind. She « 
cluded that the main purpose of religion w 
to heal the sick body and to keep the we 
body healthy through exercise of mind. Agai 
the conservative groups became excited 
called her a fake and a false prophet. 
any physician will tell you that faith has 
power to heal than all his medicine. Whi 
the life of Jesus will reveal that His missio: 
was not only to heal bodies, but the soul as 
well. : 

Some popular teachings tell us that Divine 
Power should be used for material advance 
ment, prosperity and personal success. Other. 
think this is blasphemy and say the Power i 
for use of the soul only. Again the Jife 0 
the Master will demonstrate that His Fathe 
was all inclusive in His blessings, caring 
the material as well as the spiritual welfare 
of His Son. 

Suppose we look to the legend again. The 
sons found that there was one thing they de 
sired more than anything else, and that wa 
the restoration to health of the girl they loved 
In the face of this crisis, the arguments abow 
the comparative values of their gifts were un 
important. 


In our lives, we, too, have of 
consuming desire, the goal which is variously 
called salvation, spiritual unfoldment, cosmi¢ 
consciousness or abundant life. 
mean practically the same thing. Is 
our goal, we too, cling to certain objects af 
form, thinking they are the best and only. 

Let us make further comparisons. The ivory 
tube may be compared to faith, for faith i 
the ability to see far. When we see only ¢ 
few days ahead we worry, for worry is alway: 
near-sighted. But faith permits us to see thai 
God’s hand makes all things well eventually 
Faith is essential to any religion; you canno' 
do without it. 

But the ivory tube alone could not save the 
princess; they needed the magic apple. Thi 
in our case shall be good deeds. Faith is 
merely a force and has no form outside of ou 
deeds. It must be put into a channel of ser. 
vice and actions, formulae and rituals. Hol} 
Communion and prayer are two forms to mak 
faith efficacious. Faith without works is dead 
works without faith are powerless. 

This still leaves a gap between the two 
It required the magic carpet to come to the 
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of the princess. That magic rug to us is 
ship which carries us away from our nar- 
world to the realm of spirit. Faith, deeds 
teligion are not complete without worship. 
r life needs the spiritual food for the soul 
t worship gives. You need the benediction 
music and the sacrament of silence that 
ke up worship. You need the mystic com- 
nion with the Wholly Other and that con- 
ris made more possible through the concen- 
ion of many minds and souls in the same 
ship form. 
[he brothers needed a near tragedy to learn 
s lesson. Ofttimes it takes a near tragedy 
our lives before we forsake our narrow con- 
ts of God for faith in an infinite Father. 
the bedside of a dear one, a man who has 
ied faith healing will find himself hoping 
inst hope that it is possible. One who has 
ffed at sacraments as hollow forms when 
inged into the morass of sin will desperate- 


ly come to the communion altar seeking for- 
giveness. In the face of poverty, bankruptcy 
and unemployment, many a person has come to 
God in prayer, hoping God is really interested 
in our material welfare. 

In the darkness of despair we must learn 
how big God really is. We learn that all 
knowledge comes from God; all good deeds 
lead us to God; all Truth is part of God; and 
all faith can use God’s power. We start with 
a small circle. Works need worship; worship 
needs faith; faith needs works. Then as our 
minds grow we will add to that circle more 
qualities of religion. As the circle grows, our 
God will grow. As God grows our religion 


will become more important to us. As it does 
it will give new meaning to every action, every 
When this happens 
This 


thought, every minute. 
you are approaching the abundant life 
is the goal of all living. 


MSY 


WERE | TO RULE THE WORLD! 


I wonder what I'd do, just now, 


Had I a heavy hold 


Upon this world of movement, men and 


things— 


What I would do about the war, 
Or about hatred, murder, lust 

And thoughtless, heartless infamy, 
Entangling both heart and soul? 


Perhaps the chastisement I'd lay upon all men 
Would lack the barest element of wisdom! 
Likely my wrath would heaviest fall 

On such as unto me seemed most ungrateful, 
Not wisely learning the causes urging them on. 


The traitor who impiously smiled at me 


And all the while did me some ill, 


On him would surely fall 
A punishment both long and hard. 


So would it be, 


Had I a heavy hold upon the world just now! 
I'd likely see and punish cases 

While the whole great, infamous CAUSE 
Would leer with satisfaction 


Out of the twilight of things. 
How good it is a righteous destiny decreed 


The ruling of the world 
Hath not been left to me. 


—G. A. LEICHLITER. 


Toronto, 1945, 


ecember, 1945 


Making Christmas Perpetual 


HEN we try to explain or rationalize a 
value it loses its power and beauty. The 
best things in life are felt not defined. 
As yet the triumphs of science have not in- 
cluded a machine for registering love or emo- 
tion. No system of bookkeeping, double or 
single entry, can put down in cold arithmetic 
or lifeless statistics the deeds of benevolence or 
philanthropy. When it.comes to the finer 
things of life, the difficulty of words used to 
express them are their limitations. We are all 
hopelessly unexpressed. That is why the word 
became flesh and dwelt among men. Doctrines 
and creeds fall before revelation through per- 
sonality. 
The fact of Emmanuel — God with us has 
been the despair of all delineators and genius — 
. pens are halted when they strive to do it justice. 
Words are but symbols and the Christian ethic 
must content itself with symbolism until that 


day when we no longer walk by faith but by 


sight. What Jesus has meant, does mean, shall 
mean, beggars description. The best we can do 
is wrap His idealism and standards in one large 
noble bundle—a huge Christmas package — 
and label it “Jesus Christ’s Conception of 
Human Life.” 

The Christmas spirit is manager of the great- 
est birthday celebration since the world began. 
It is the herald of the golden age. For a brief 
period the war drums are muffled and the battle 
flags are furled. The world enjoys an Armis- 
tice. Self is forgotten— others are remem- 
bered. The incense of love and affection smoth- 
ers human hurt and hindrance. It is a beautiful 
picture. But it is a snapshot. Let us make it a 
broad canvas, covering not a small space but 
spreading over the years— reaching through 
the days and weeks and months and years to 
come. An eternal landscape, seascape or sky- 
scape. 

Let us give permanence, continuity, to the 
Christmas Spirit. The outward and_ visible 
signs of the inward and spiritual grace cannot 
endure. The feast shall stale. The wreaths 
shall wither. The gifts shall perish. All the 
outward and visible signs shall have their day 
and cease to be. But the inward grace and 
spiritual content is everlasting. Peace on earth 
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and good will toward men — these can be give 
immortality. Let us make Christmas perpetuz 
by those kindly considerations and benevoler 
promptings which are the very essence of th 
Christian revelation. 

Let us remember the fact of Christ and aq 
the date of Christ — His presence and not 
theology. His Rose and not His botany, # 
star of Bethlehem, and not its astronomy 
Creeds and systems break down before H 
matchless life and splendid example.—R. B. 


es 
ss 


A Puzzled Parson 


HERE are many things which puzzle th 

preacher nowadays. He should not fee 

that his case is unique, for everybody els 
is puzzled. We are told that ours is “the grez 
age,” but at the same time it is the most sai 
guinary age of all. Men’s minds have uncovefe 
the hidden mysteries of the atom. We spe 
two billion dollars in developing the atomi 
bomb for the destruction of our enemies. W 
have known in this enlightened age the “ 
tality and magnificence of war,” the sacrednes 
of personality has been violated, and men an 
women and little children have been treate 
worse than the beasts of the field. 

The dilemma of achieving peace in an atom 
age is a problem not alone for statesmen, b 
it also concerns the common man. How G@a 
nations forget the sacrifices of the millions o 
men from the common walks of life? The ne 
tions talk of peace and at the same time all na 
tions are to have the largest standing armies 1 
the world! The marshalling of our greate: 
scientists to carry on their work is heralded a 
a defense measure. How can these forces b 
reconciled, peace and preparation for the nex 
war? 

Good will in an age of hate, has baffled th 
minds of right thinking people around th 
world. Have we discovered any plan for th 
postwar world that involves sacrifice? The cor 
tests between capital and labor go on apace. W 
proudly boast that this nation was built by har 
work, honest toil, sincere living, and Christia 
faith. 

Democracy is arraigned against the rule c 
force. In essence there must be the teachin 
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t democracy is worth living for as well as 
ag for. Manifestly, Utopia is not around the 
ner. The principles of work, honesty, good 
| and Christian faith are old, but they are es- 
tial in the building of a stable society. The 
= world order shall be established only when 
realize the truth of a gteat prophetic Psalm, 
ighteousness and peace have kissed each 
er.’ How can we achieve these blessings de- 
tly to be desired, if we do not understand 
way of enduring peace? — W. F. H. 


a 
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‘e People So “Dumb”? 


EXPLAINED it to a woman four times, yet 
she didn’t understand, even though it was 
very simple. This afternoon I was called 

straighten out a bad domestic tangle which 

ver should have been. Some weeks ago I had 
*n asked for advice and had given it. If that 
yice had been followed the tangle never 
uld have resulted. So I asked, “Why didn’t 
1 follow the advice I gave you?”’ The reply 
s arresting at least, “I guess we're too dumb.” 
Then I met a soldier who had been recently 
charged. He had seen a lot of combat in a 
mber. After a while he said, ‘““You know, 
re are too many gullible people in the 
tid.” “Why do you say that,” I asked. 
Vell,” he replied, ‘just look at them. Some- 
dy thinks he’s a superman and a lot of gul- 
le people follow him. Then they get into a 
t and look what happens. Some one tells us 
nning the war will make peace and a whole 
of people believe that. Then we are told 
> United Nations will make permanent peace 
d a lot of gullible people believe that. But 
yk what happens. Too many people believe 

ing.” 

When I asked him to explain further, he 
d, “Wars don’t make peace. They make 
ngs worse. What we need for peace is for 
ople to get peace in themselves. They're just 
) gullible. They believe fighting makes peace. 
en they believe an organization makes peace. 
it it’s people that make peace, and we must 
ucate people that way.” 

I assured him he was correct, and while he 
ght not know a lot of theology, he was talk- 
x a lot of good Christianity. What an or- 
nization does depends upon the kind of 
ople back of it, and to keep peace we must 
ve peace in the hearts of men. Jesus’ teach- 
y is still true, “You must be born again.” 
Then I thought about Jesus and how He 
ought to man the most sublime teaching the 
yrld has even seen, and the only teaching that 
ll bring peace and all the blessings of God to 
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men. Then I quickly saw in my mind’s eye the 
long struggle and the many sufferings of man- 
kind. War after war unrolled before me. I 
saw man putting his greatest discoveries to de- 
structive uses. And I saw thousands here reject 
Jesus, and other thousands there give Him mere 
lip service. In the face of all the thousands of 
years of history I saw man still reaching for 
military power and training, while rejecting the 
lowly Man of Galilee. I saw them nail Jesus 
to the cross and choose a thief, Barabbas. I saw 
them sending their sons and daughters to the 
sacrifice of Mars and laughing to scorn those 
who preach love and brotherhood and peace. 
All this and more I saw, as you have seen also. 
Then I asked, ‘How long, O Lord! Why are 
people so ‘dumb’?”—W. R. Siegart. 
SS 


Current Exchange 


OR the first time since Pearl Harbor, we 

were riding the beastly brush below the Rio 

Grande, behind a pack of “‘cat’” hounds — 
good medicine for what ailed us most. Those 
arid reaches flowed with wild honey if not with 
milk, and the wild turkeys, prepared by our 
colored cook, melted in the mouth. The camp 
cuisine plus the huge spotted Jaguar taken put 
a fine finish on the safari. 

At Matamoros, the only city met in our wan- 
derings, the group stopped to load up with 
mementos and curios to bring home. Serapes, 
leather and silver-handicraft work of extreme 
delicacy and charm, finger-nail designed plac- 
ques, brightly enameled, and colorful wood in- 
lay pieces, all changed hands. 

Desiring to be rid of Mexican currency I car- 
ried, I tendered the paper pesos for a piece 
which had caught my eye. A curious expression 
of surprise, if not confusion passed over the 
face of the salesperson at the sight of my Mexi- 
can bills. In broken dialect she informed me 
that the price was seven dollars, American not 
Mexican. 

Then it was that I discovered that here in a 
Mexican owned and operated shop, served by a 
Mexican sales force, Mexican made wares had 
all been priced and marked in American values 
for the convenience, presumably, of the tourist, 
not the native. 

The baffled clerk called another and together 
they went into a huddled, animated conference 
in Spanish. Then the owner of the shop was 
called and together, with paper\and pencil, the 
three tediously figured out how much my pur- 
chase of a Mexican curio, in a Mexican store 
would cost in Mexican money. It was a long, 
wordy procedure. | 

(Continued on page 599) 
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AT WORK | 


If You Were God 


This question, which is tormenting the mind 
of a reader, has been asked in many forms dur- 
ing these dire days. Why did God allow help- 
less old people and innocent little children to be 
bombed to death in Britain? If God can do 
anything why doesn’t He act? We are left with 
the misery of choosing between a God who is 
all powerful, but not loving, or a God who is 
all-loving, but not powerful. 

Let us begin by asking what we mean when 
we say that God is Almighty and Omnipotent. 
Do we mean that God can do anything that He 
likes? If so, how would you answer a child 
who asked if God could make a clock that 


would strike less than one? The Scripture says - 


He cannot deny Himself and similarly He can- 
not destroy Himself. He cannot cause anything 
to exist and not to exist at the same time. The 
theological master of the Middle Ages, Thomas 
Aquinas said that “Omnipotence is the power 
to do whatever does not involve a contradiction. 
But of this last it is more true to say that it can- 
not be done than that God cannot do it.’’ Chew 
that over in your mind. 

And then consider this — the omnipotence 
of God is limited by the creation of morally free 
self-determining beings such as we are. He 
made the stars to wheel in their systems. He 
made the atoms to dance to His tune, but when 
He made us— He started a family and en- 
trusted us with the risky gift of choosing so that 
we are free to co-operate with Him or defy Him 
and go on our way however ruinous it may be. 
Every family imposes limitations upon parents 
because children as they grow up must e free 
to think for themselves and make their own de- 
cisions. God in creating hosts of free beings 
with whom He shared His personality, sub- 
mitted Himself to a most important limitation 
of His omnipotence. So that if we are to co- 
operate with the divine plan for this world, we 
must do so of our own free choice. 
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God is not a Dictator who compels us to 
conform to His schemes. He is the supreme 
Democrat who respects the powers and pet- 
sonalities with which He has endowed us. He 
never bludgeons or bullies us into His ways. 
He cannot make us free and interfere with us. 


Had He made us like machines incapable 
going wrong — obviously we should have 
no conscious life — no personal joys or sort 
—we should have been unthinking machines 
See then that we have been made responsibl 
beings with all the possibilities of using or mis 
using our freedom. We can help one anothe 
or we can hurt one another — as in the Japa 
nese treatment of nuns. 

It appears then that part of the answer to th 
questions — why doesn’t God intervene — wh 
doesn’t God remove the cruel aggressors, is fo 
each of us to ask ourselves — Why does 
put up with us? Most of us have at times 
aggressive, proud, ambitious, and perhaps even 
ruthless. There is no difference in kind, but 
only in degree between our conduct at its worst 
and war. It is just as much a problem why 
God tolerates us as why He allows war. War is 
the red, ruthless and public harvest of seeds 
which are in all of us. We must be prepared to 
ask all these questions or none of them. 

This brings us to a further fact — there is a 
solidarity in human life — we are all member: 
of a family. We suffer for the failures and sin: 
of other members of the family and they suffer 
for ours. God allows, though He does not will 
this suffering, because it is part of the price He 
pays for making us free beings. “No man liveth 
or dieth unto Himself alone.” God wisely at. 
ranged human life on the basis of the family in- 
stead of the individual. A purely individualistic 
world where each was self-sufficient and inde. 
pendent would be an infinitely poorer world 
than this. We should not enjoy the benefits of 
the love and sacrifices of others which far out: 


The Exposito 


‘igh the sufferings that membership in the 
mily involves. 

A man asked Peter Green how he dared 
eak of a God of love with this wicked wat 
ing on. Peter Green said: “You are very 
rd on God. Just fancy you are God, and tell 
what you would do. You must not say you 
ould not allow any sin, for that is to destroy 
an’s character as a free being. But what else 
ould you do?” 

The man thought for a moment and then 
id: “Well, one thing I would do. I would 
ot let anyone suffer for anyone’s fault but his 
yn.’ Peter Green said: “Oh! Oh! What a 
eadful world! And what do you propose to 
9 with mothers? I suppose when her son 
mes to the gallows, or her daughter to shame, 
other is to go laughing down the street, say- 
g, “I don’t care. It does not trouble me?” 
he world you want would be one without pat- 
its, friends, saints, or heroes.” 

Well, it amounts to this — that God is seek- 
ig to lead us into our heritage along the slow 
1d winding trail of freedom, educating us by 
ir mistakes and failures. God could work 
ithout us. But He could not then have the 
orld He seeks —a world of free human be- 
igs who, of their own choice, love and co- 
petate with Him and with each other.—C. 
ving Benson, D.D., Church and People, Mel- 
gurne Herald. 


Vorld History in the Making! 


There are moments in the world’s history 
hen great decisions are taken, the implications 
| which shape many decades. We stand now 
such a juncture of history and destiny. Revo- 
tionary ideas, underlying the war and intensi- 
ed by it, struggle for mastery. Every sector 
f society is involved in the struggle; there is no 
eutral territory. The workers of the world, 
id especially their organized movements, will 
> deeply affected by the outcome of the strug- 
le and the patterns of the future depend very 
rgely on their policies and their strength. 

By virtue of its own organized life in the 
orld the Christian Church is involved at every 
in, and by its Gospel it is committed to work 
yr justice and brotherhood in all areas of so- 
ety. Under God, as He is revealed to us in 
hrist, all men belong to one community, are 
ibject to one righteous judgment, and have 
1e hope of redemption. As men set out to re- 
uild their common life, Christians confess their 
are of guilt in the crash of the world and 
eck to assume their proper role in the world’s 
‘building. 
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In a mood of penitence many groups must 
work and plan together for the refashioning of 
our society. Governmental agencies, the 
churches, employers, and workers are especially 
responsible for certain tasks in our domestic in- 
dustrial sphere. These tasks include: 

1. Making possible an adequate and secure 
standard of living for all, based on full employ- 
ment, a high level of production, good housing, 
and sufficient protection by social insurance 
against hazards of accident, illness, unemploy- 
ment, and old age. 

2. Providing an assured annual wage for all 
workers and an adequate annual income for 
every family. 

3. Preserving those legislative gains which 
constitute a new Magna Charter for labor. Hav- 
ing championed the fundamental rights of labor 
for many years before their recognition in sta- 
tute law, the churches feel a peculiar responsi- 
bility for their maintenance and further exten- 
sion. In particular, support should be given 
now to exploited workers in backward areas of 
American society where the local culture is al- 
most fascist in character. Management cannot 
afford to be judged by such conditions any more 
than organized labor can permit them to go un- 
challenged. 

4. Integrating into our industrial order all 
workers without handicap because of sex, race, 
creed, or color. 

5. Accepting special responsibility for the 
happy adjustment of returning servicemen and 
women to civilian tasks, and the effective relo- 
cation of war workers in a peace-time economy. 

6. Extending workers’ education, and de- 
veloping a labor and industrial leadership com- 
petent to serve the general welfare in difficult 
years ahead. 

7. Finding constructive ways of using the 
increasing amount of leisure time which suc- 
cessful industrialization makes possible and im- 
perative. 

8. Strengthening the incentives and deepen- 
ing the meaning of labor by renewed emphasis 
on the Christian doctrine of vocation, and by ac- 
cording equal honor to all men who do essential 
tasks faithfully. 

9. Averting a renewal of industrial war- 
fare when the international war has ended, not 
by repressive legislation presuming to coerce 
peace but by insistence on conference and nego- 
tiation as democratic methods of solving dis- 
putes. 

These are some of the tasks our nation must 
face at home, while it is engaged simultaneously 
in momentous responsibilities abroad. Ultt- 
mately all undertakings involving mankind are 
kindred tasks. No man is free so long as a 
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single slave remains; no family is secure so long 
as refugees are homeless; no nation is great so 
long as some nation is impoverished. Ours is 
the task of finding prophetic vision for the de- 
cisions the hour requires, and of engaging in 
vivifying deeds for the redemption of the times 
and the shaping of the future. — The Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America. 


ea 
es 


When is V-A Day? 

This all important subject is discussed by EI- 
ton Trueblood, pastor of Memorial Methodist 
Church, Stanford University, Calif., in The 
Christian Advocate, Nov. 8, 1945, page 13. 
Your local Methodist pastor will be glad to 
share the issue with you, if you do not already 
have it. 


as 
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Drama and Pageantry 
For Church Use 


Drama in the teaching of Religion is a potent 
ally. All ages are interested and susceptible to 
its use. Excellent suggestions and many specific 
recommendations are included in the September, 
1945, issue of International Journal of Relig- 
ious Education. The material in the issue is 
timeless, good at any and all times. The ad- 
dress is 203 North Wabash Avenue, Chicago 1, 
Ill. Single copies are 15c each. 

SS 
The Christian Church 
Foundation, History, Growth 


A fascinating and absorbing subject to any 
Church member, if well presented. Thousands 
of adult members have little comprehension of 
the history, aims, and doctrine of their own 
specific denomination, let alone the Christian 
Church as an institution of world-wide in- 
fluence and significance. 

A Guide for Use in such a course is offered 
to pastors by Roland H. Bainton, through The 
Pilgrim Press, to be used in connection with 
kodachrome slides, 150 in number. The guide 
is said to come in attractive, practical, loose-leaf 
form, containing notes on the 150 slides in the 
series on the panorama of the Christian Church; 
also, for use without the slides as a source book 
on the history of the Church. The material on 
the pictures included in the guide presents in- 
teresting facts on church leaders, symbolism, 
architecture, and growth through the years. The 
Expositor will forward your request fora circu- 
lar describing the slides and guide. The cost of 
the guide itself is $3.00. 
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~ Sunday. This is the chief purpose of the strip 


New Picture-Strip Shows 
Christian Principles in Action 


A new type of Bible picture-strip, appearin 
in the Sunday School Story Papers, What Ti 
Do, Boy’s World and Girl's Companion, i 
being published by the David C. Cook Com 
pany. 

Hero of the Strip is Tullus, fifteen-year-olc 
boy, who goes through perilous adventure -ane 
escapes with an unshaken faith in God and be 
lief in Christ’s teachings. Each week, the strip 
Adventure Stories from Bible Days 3 

: - 


— a 
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to illustrate, weekly, the theme or topic of th 
Sunday School lesson for the following wi 
and thus stimulates the pupil’s interest in th 
lesson and his curiosity and desire to learn mor 
about it. 

Bible background, dress and customs are pic 
tured but neither God nor Jesus nor any impor 
tant Biblical figures are ever shown, though 
are frequently referred to in conversation be 
tween strip characters. 

Educators know that young people thi 
largely in pictures, that they learn better 
through the eye than through the ear. Wi 
hundreds of “‘comic-strips” in newspapers am 
magazines which have no purpose but to thril 
their young readers, “Adventure Stories fr 
Bible Days,” using the powerful “pull” of th 
modern picture-strip, in color, to teach Bibl 
principles and stress Christian action, should 
an unusually effective teaching tool. 


ed 
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Programs For the 
Young People’s Hour 


“Our young people do not have the time t 
work out original programs for their early Sun 
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day Evening Hour, and interest lags. What can 
we do?” writes L. D., Troy, Ohio. 

You may find some excellent and helpful 
naterial in a book issued by Bethany Press, St. 
Louis 3, Mo., entitled, “The Altar Hour,” by 
Lotz, $2.00. The volume is made up of mate- 
‘ial offered by a number of men who have had 
-xperience with young people’s groups. Ask 
for the Bethany catalog, as you will find other 
200ks on this phase of your Church program. 


¥ — — 


One-Day Weekly Adoptions 
Of Juvenile Offenders 


A plan outlined by Bernard Johnson, Negro 
patrolman, attached to the metropolitan police 
department’s new Juvenile Bureau, Washing- 
ton, D. C., is reported, and calls for close co- 
ordination between officials of the police bu- 
reau, church people and other interested groups. 

The plan is designed to encourage juvenile 
offenders to attend Sunday School and Church 
Worship services through “Adoption” of the 
children by Church members for one day a 
week, and is being studied by the Washington 
Federation, of Churches, in conjunction with 
several American Legions and Veterans of For- 
eign Wars groups. 

This plan, put forward by Bernard Johnson, 
would seem to embrace some phases of Per- 
sonal Evangelism of practical and lasting value, 
far out-distancing the two-weeks-a-year plan 
long used in many churches. The cardinal value 
is of course that it touches the young, where 
effort is so sorely needed. While it would pro- 
vide a feeling of worthwhileness to many a 
child, and lead him into a channel he might 
never discover on his own, it would also keep 
him out of mischief, and — provide a bond of 
kinship between the children and the adult 


“adopters.” 
ae 
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Making a Speech 

Henry Van Loon is quoted as advising any- 
one undertaking to make a speech (which in- 
cludes sermons) to make a rule and work it—to 

Plan Carefully; 

Be Consecutive; 

Be Specific; 

Appeal to Emotions and the Intellect; 

Get Results (Remember all speech making 
has a definite object, and the result is the test 
of your success) ; 

Be Clear and Simple, using short words and 
brief sentences; 

Be Adaptable, have your speech fit the au- 
dience; 
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Present Your Message Carefully, as if you 
believed it yourself. 


Observations On These Various Points Include: 


1, Plan your speech with care, never trust 
to inspiration. Assume to speak only when you 
have thought out beforehand what you are 
going to say. The boast of some speakers that 
they always speak extemporaneously, that their 
speeches are never twice the same, may well be 
the cause of the failure of many meetings. 

(This writer’s experience is that many 
speeches made extemporaneously begin with 
“This reminds me. . .”’ and end with an insipid 
poem). 

One of the greatest speeches of all time, Lin- 
coln’s Gettysburg Address, was drafted three 
times before it was delivered. If that great 
master of English, his heart filled with the sub- 
ject on which he was to speak, and a deeply 
sympathetic understanding of the audience, felt 
it necessary thus to work over his material be- 
fore addressing an audience fully aware of his 
high position and power, how much more ne- 
cessary it is for the average speaker to do like- 
wise. If the speaker finds it distasteful to write 
out a whole speech, the safe and wise thing to 
do is to prepare a comprehensive outline. Re- 
vise the outline as your thought on the subject 
progresses. 

2. Be consecutive by planning your speech 
to move forward; let one thought lead another 
toward your goal. When you have made a 
point, pass on in logical order, and the audience 
will travel with you. 

3. Be specific by visualizing things for your 
hearers. If your speech presents word pictures, 
the impression of your message is both stronger 
and more lasting. 

4. Appeal to both the emotions and the in- 
tellect, BECAUSE people do their best, work 
their hardest, and make their greatest sacrifices 
and contributions when both their reason and 
their emotions are involved. They must not 
only be moved to accept your gospel; they must 
be convinced that they should support it with 
time, energy, and money, and feel that it is so 
good they must share it with others. 

5. Get results by keeping in mind that 
there is a definite object to be attained in mak- 
ing your speech. With us (ministers) it is to 
win men and women to Jesus Christ. 

6. Be clear and simple, avoid words that 
few understand. Jesus spoke to His followers 
in everyday language, so those who came to hear 
could understand Him. Many people have no 
dictionaries; few use them. ‘Talk the people’s 
language, in clear and simple words and 
phrases. Don't be slangy! It is possible and 
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desirable always to keep the thought of one’s 
message on a high plane, and do so in simple 
language. 

7. Be adaptable. When you have learned 
about the audience and the place, you will have 
an understanding of local conditions, and armed 
with facts about the number of Churches, com- 
munity response to Religious Education, Sunday 
School attendance, Missions, Missionary sup- 
port, financial support of local Churches, and 
community projects, Young People and their 
interests, Home and Church cooperation, atti- 
tude of news agencies, etc., you will know how 
to approach the intellect and the emotions of 
your hearers. Re-write your outline or speech, 
if necessary. Draw illustrations from things the 
audience knows about. An audience of factory 
workers will respond to your speech, if you in- 
dicate knowledge of their work, lives, needs, 
temptations. Likewise, tradesmen, farmers, sol- 
diers, teachers, ministers! 

Reading of speeches written and presented 
by others is excellent training; it is neglected 
only by immature thinkers. Tirades on the topic 
of ‘‘canned”’ speeches are no novelty. The fact 
remains that reading of speeches, (sermons in- 
cluded) is first-hand laboratory exercise and ex- 
perience; it shows you HOW it is done. Assim- 
ilation, thought on what you read, woven into 
your own experience and the needs of the au- 
dience you expect to address, will help you to 
dress up your words and sentences in your own 
way, — make them your ideas, thus your speech. 

Frequent reference to writers, frequent quota- 
tions from others, are a hazard to the average 
listener. It diverts his attention from the main 
theme; he begins to wonder what the speaker 
thinks. ‘“‘Digesting’’ what you read, making 
the thoughts and convictions your own, will 
permit you to take the audience with you on the 
road to your goal! 

8. Forceful presentation is achieved through 
study, experience, and conviction on the part of 
the speaker. A great master of public speaking 
said, ‘Attack your audience, or it will attack 
you.” You need the response and support of 
the audience to win your goal, and this rests 
with you. If you have a message, in which you 
believe — believe enough to embue the audience 
with that same degree of faith, you will win 
your goal. 

Enthusiasm is born of conviction. It is faith 
and earnestness, not noise and high sounding 
words, that win the goal. Part of an effective 
speech is knowing when to close. The closing 
thought should be one, clear and forceful 
enough to remain with the audience. A visiting 
preacher asked a college president how long he 
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could speak to the students, and the reply wa 
“There is no time limit. Your message wil 
determine when you are through!” 


2 
———— — 


, 
20,000,000 Idle Missionaries : 


‘It is a long step from 17,000,000 ume 
churched children in the nation to 17 new 
pupils in the local Sunday School,” writes EF 
mer A. Kettner, October, 1945, issue of The 
American Lutheran. ; 

“A bird in the hand is worth 17,000,000 in 
the bush,” he continues. “How to find these 
children, get them to step inside the Church 
door for the first time, and keep them after they 
have visited us, is the real problem of the Sun 
day School leadership. Many of us have by 
passed the most obvious and most successful 
method. We have let 20,000,000 potential mis- 
sionaries stand idle in the market place.” 

You will be interested in Rev. Mr. Kettner’s 
experience and conclusions. 

Missing Link ' 

Our Sunday School limped along for years. 
We canvassed the community, distributed Sun 
day School flyers, broadcast before Rally Day, 
and advertised in the newspapers until the city 
was well aware that we had a Sunday School 
which taught the Bible, and that children were 
welcome. But we didn’t get the children. In 
the chain of our endeavors, there was a link 
missing somewhere. It finally occurred to us 
that our best missionaries are the children them- 
selves. They get close to their schoolmates. A 
personal invitation from them is worth ten 
from a strange preacher. So we emphasized 
personal missionary work in the Sunday School 
for a while, telling our children to bring in 
others for the love of Christ. Somehow we 
failed to impress them. The link was still miss- 
ing. 

Incentive 

Perhaps children need some tangible incen- 
tive to drive them, some little visible reward to 
lure them to work, we reasoned. On that theory 
we devised a contest between the boys and the 
gitls. Like the Wise Men we were going in 
search of Jesus. Who would get there first, the 
boys or the girls? For each boy present on time 
each Sunday the boys received one point. For 
each new pupil brought in by the boys, they 
were credited with five points. The girls were 
scored likewise. Miniature figures of a boy and 
a girl were suspended from a cord stretched 
across the front of the room. For ten weeks the 
contest continued. Three to five minutes were 
used during the opening period each Sunday to 
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plain the rules and to encourage effort. We 
ed the following themes for these brief talks: 

1. The Wise Men’s Faith and Ours. 

2. The Wise Men’s Difficulties and Ours. 

3. The Wise Men’s Love and Ours. 

4. The Wise Men’s Use of the Scriptures 
d Ours. 

5. The Wise Men’s Worship and Ours. 

% God’s Revelation to the Wise Men and 

S. 

7. The Wise Men’s Gifts and Ours. 

8. The Wise Men’s Light and Ours. 

9. The Wise Men’s Fulfillment of Prophecy 
id Ours. (Gentiles. ) 

10. Why the Wise Men didn’t Tell Herod, 
‘hy We Must Tell Others About Jesus. 
Application was always made with the con- 
st in mind. 

Results 

A week or two passed, and then results began 
ming in. We found the children running to 
t here on time, and they brought others. With 
ars of labor we had been unable to ferret out 
ese unchurched children. Canvasses usually 
owed them claiming membership somewhere, 
en if they didn’t attend. Invitations failed to 
ing them. But our children persuaded them. 
Te had promised to reward them. At the close 
the contest we put on a simple Saturday 
ternoon party and gave miniature gold crosses 
all the winners. They were delighted. They 
anted to run the contest again immediately. 
Other churches heard about it. “Write it up 
us,” they pleaded. We prepared materials, 
fered them at approximate cost, and soon 
her churches were reporting better results than 
fs. 

“We used the Wise Men Contest, and we 
ere more than pleased with the results,” a 
other in New Jersey wrote. “Through it we 
quired 40 new pupils. Our enrollment is 
0. The children became quite interested.” 
“We gained 21 children through the use of 
e contest. I baptized 15 of them in a service 

June. I like the suggested talks best of all. 
‘Ye found our children eager to help,” wrote a 
istor in Indiana to Mr. Kettner. 

‘Attendance increased 26%; enrollment in- 
eased 20%. 30 new pupils,” wrote an Ohio 
stor. 

Objection Overruled 

The objection has been raised that a Chris- 
in child ought to do missionary work out of 
ve to Christ, and not for earthly reward. It’s 
ae! But remember that even our Lord Jesus 
knowledged “The spirit indeed is willing, but 
e flesh is weak.’’ The fact of the matter is 
at the contest works. You can’t argue against 
cts. I have seen Scouts and Cubs put in an 
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unbelievable amount of effort to secure a pin 
or button. After five or six awards, all very 
much alike, they were still as eager as ever to 
work for more. Even the Army and Navy rec- 
ognizes meritorious service with ribbons and 
stars. Is there any greater service which our 
children could render than to help bring in 
these 17,000,000 souls whom we ministers, 
teachers, and laymen have failed to contact or 
to convince? 


Make Your Own 

You can make your own materials, concludes 
Mr. Kettner. Have one of the teachers or chil- 
dren design figures of a boy and a girl, 8-10 
inches high, in colors, walking to Sunday 
School. Suspend each with a paper clip from a 
cord 20 to 30 feet long. Put a big, gold star 
above the goal at the right end of the cord. 
Keep a written accurate record of total points 
for each side from week to week. Move the 
figures on the cord each Sunday to show ap- 
proximate progress, and to indicate which is 
ahead. 

Mr. Kettner says, “We still have a few fig- 
ures in color which we will gladly send to 
those who request them for 10c in stamps (8 
Ellington Road, Wollaston, Mass.) but your 
children will be just as eager and interested 
with home-made figures.” 

“It’s a long step from the unchurched home 
to the inside of your Sunday School room. Per- 
haps you will find, as others have, that a con- 
test provides seven-league boots.” 

aie ea 

The editor of this department of The Exposi- 
tor wishes to add to Mr. Kettner’s conclusions 
regarding the practice of issuing awards, that it 
is not the button, the star, the ribbon, that 
counts with the one to whom it is awarded. It 
is the accomplishment for which it stands. Set- 
ting goals and working to achieve them is as 
natural as breathing. Awards, indicating the 
achievement of a goal, are based on sound and 
healthy psychology. 

One might ask also, “If Christian children 
should do missionary work without awards,” 
why does the same argument not apply to adult 
Christians, few of whom ever think of seeking 
out another to invite or take to Church? How 
many adults assume the missionary spirit real- 
istically enough to speak to the stranger who 
ventures into the Church, and occupies the same 


ew? 
P mies 


a 


This Is It! 


It was the first Sunday in September, 1942. 
The Sunday School teachers were in session. All 
the other folk got a thrill in seeing Otto and 
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Geoffrey and Phil and Jimmy, young men who 
had come up through the church school, lining 
up to take classes. Things went swimmingly 
for two months when all four were pulled away 
for grimmer duties by the draft.* 

‘It is the first meeting of that committee in 
September, 1945. The reports are coming in. 
Otto, after thirty-one missions as a bomber 
pilot, is back in “‘civvies,” and all ready for the 
class he pulled out of three years ago. Geoffrey 
will be ‘‘out’’ by Christmas. And so the re- 
ports go for the Sunday School teachers now 
heading back for that teachers’ meeting from all 
over the world. 

This is it! — the growing stream of boys re- 
turning who grew up in our churches, loved our 
church schools, and planned to teach in them. 
Their return is, for the churches, one of those 
moments which will settle things one way or 
the other. , 

How will the churches meet that moment? 
With a superficial welcome that soon subsides ? 
Or with an interest that lasts? With a plan for 
friendly guidance in the program of today? 
With a gracious and understanding balance be- 
tween pushing these newcomers too fast and 
not pushing them enough? Will they be ac- 
cepted as persons, just as before, until there is 
some reason for treating them in some special 
way as “returned men?” 

There is much encouragement in the way in 


which churches are already meeting this chal- ~ 


lenge, and a summons to us all to do better. 
The churches stand to lose or gain, if not all at 
least much, by the way they understand that 
“This is it.” 

* These boys were written up in the Journal for May, 


1943, page 4, under the title, “See Here, Mister Jones.” 
—International Journal of Religious Education. 


e— 
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Welcome Home 


This is the title of an attractive four-page 
brochure printed by Westminster Church, Roch- 
ester, N. Y., to present to all service men, as 
they return to the home fold. The first page 
of the brochure, 4” wide and 8” long, carries a 
neatly printed Welcome Home greeting, a cut 
of the American and Christian flags, and the 
name, address of the Church. The second page 
has this message at the top — 

“These long months when you have been ab- 
sent, you have never been out of our thoughts 
and prayers. We have endeavored, through 
various means of communication to ‘keep the 
lines open.’ 

“Your letters to us have meant much. In 
the Church Office we have a file of pictures, 
printed matter, and the letters you have sent us. 
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This will be part of our permanent historica 
record. 

“We have earnestly tried to keep our pl 
to you—the pledge we made when we ded 
cated the service flags which are displayed ip 
the Sanctuary — 7 

“We dedicate these service flags as a symbo 
of our serious determination to remember what 
our freedom is costing; God help us to be. such 
heroes at home so that when you shall, if it be 
God’s will, return home, you will find her 
churches, cities and people for whom it ¥ 
worth fighting.” 

As you return to civilian life may you fi 
that pledge fulfilled. 

* * * 4 

This greeting and pledge is followed by a 
list of some of the war accomplishments of the 
membership, in support of the boys at the front 

On page three we find this paragraph — 


N O W 
the next responsibility we gladly accept is t 
render any possible service to help you in the 
process of readjustment to civilian life. 


What Can We Do To Help? 
Anticipating the fact that you might wish te 
avail yourself of the helpful counsel of men 
representative branches of life work, we asked a 
group of our men, in various professions af 
vocations, to be ready to counsel with you. The 
are now ready. 


What Are You Interested In? 


Social Service Recrea- Sales 


tion Small Retail 
Medicine Building and Services _ 
Dentistry Department Stores 
Ministry Insurance 
Education Radio 
Accounting Utilities 
Engineering Banking 
General Business Undertaking 
Manufacturing Law 


In our Church Office there is the list of men 
who await your call. They will be happy te 
talk over plans for your future with you. 

x ok Ox 

Page four is a brief statement, entitled. 
“Your Place in Westminster,” setting forth the 
hopes and dreams of the congregation for tl 
coming days, in which the servicemen are in. 
vited to accept their share of direction, work 
and responsibility. ; 
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salm Tune Contest Announced 
y Monmouth College 


Monmouth College announces the Third An- 
al Herbert Memorial Psalm-Tune Competi- 
mn with an award of one hundred dollars for 
° best setting of a prescribed metrical version 
Psalm 126 in four-voice harmony for congre- 
tional singing. The contest closes on Feb- 
ary 28, 1946. 


Conditions 


__ The competition is open to all composers. 

' The one hundred dollar prize will be 
awarded in May, 1946. 

. The winning tune becomes the property of 
Monmouth College and will be published 
with subsequent annual winners at the col- 
lege centennial in 1953. 

[ The 126th Psalm in the version printed 
here is to be set for congregational singing, 
in four-voice harmony, in a 4-line tune, 
each of the stanzas to the same tune, with 
no repetition of words. 

) The music is to be written on one page of 

octavo manuscript paper cut to seven 

inches wide by ten inches high, or smaller. 

The page may be sent flat, or folded once 

or twice. It must be sent by first-class mail. 

Each tune shall be submitted under an as- 

sumed name signed at the top of the page. 

The composer's real name and address 

shall be enclosed in a small sealed envel- 

ope with the assumed name on the outside. 

7 Each contestant shall send an entry fee of 
one dollar in currency, money order or per- 
sonal check... For this fee one or two man- 
uscripts may be entered by one persons, but 
not more than two manuscripts. 

3. Entry fees will be used to pay expenses of 
the competition, including return of manu- 
scripts and a free copy of the winning 
tune, to be sent in September, 1946. While 
great care will be used, the college cannot 
assume responsibility for lost manuscripts, 
so contestants should keep a copy. 

) Manuscripts should be mailed not later 
than February 28, 1946, to Thomas H. 
Hamilton, Monmouth College, Monmouth, 
Illinois. er : 

) The judge of the 1946 Competition will 
be Howard Lamont Ralston, of Western 
Theological Seminary and Pennsylvania 
College for Women. 


WN 


PSALM 126 


Metrical Version by Rollin Pease, 
University of Arizona, Tucson, 1945 


The Lord hath done great things for us 
And therefore we rejoice; 
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Our chains of bondage melt away 
Before His mighty voice. 


2 Now joyous laughter fill our mouth, 
Songs flow like southern springs. 
The heathen say among themselves, 
“The Lord hath done great things.” 


3 The man that soweth precious seed 
In darkness and in rain 
Shall doubtless come again in joy 
With sheaves of golden grain. 


4 Turn, turn again to us, O Lord 
And show Thy radiant face. 
O may we walk in Freedom’s light, 
Rejoicing in Thy grace. 


(Additional information may be secured from 
Thomas Hamilton, Monmouth College, Mon- 
mouth, Ill., by enclosing a stamped, addressed 
envelope for reply.) 


—— 
Plan Now For Watch Night Service 


Let us organize our plans now for a Watch 
Night service at the beginning of the year 
ahead. In addition to a devotional service, let 
us add a service of dedication to the accomplish- 
ment of some of the great tasks and duties be- 
fore us as a nation. 

Let us make an inventory of the things we 
hope to accomplish as a nation of Christian citi- 
zens, a list of the individual accomplishments 
we hope to achieve in 1946. We do not have in 
mind giving up chewing guin. Resolutions we 
make now will concern themselves with the 
qualities and hopes of mature individuals; citi- 
zens of a nation expected to solve world prob- 
lems. 

Putting down some of the achievements we 
must attain, if world peace is to become a fact, 
will ‘take our measure,” and show us if we can 
find a way to accomplish them, or if we shall 
just turn our backs on them. 

The tasks before the Christian people of our 
nation are stupendous, yet by following God’s 
will, we shall accomplish them in His good 
time. God gives the grace to accomplish the 
tasks He assigns us, if we trust Him and 
carry out His Will. Nightly prayer services in 
the week prior to the closing of the year will 
help us to learn God’s will. 


ere 


Christmas in the Home 
A 64 page booklet on this subject is available 
by writing to Bethany Press, St. Louis 3, Mo., 
price 50c a copy. It contains many usable and 


valuable suggestions. 
Write at once, before stock is exhausted 
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“And, Lo, the star.”—Matt. 2:9. 


MERSON once said, “Suppose the stars 
came out only once in a thousand years. 
How the people would talk about them 
and tell their children and their children’s chil- 
dren of that wonderful night when the sky 
was full of stars.” Well, the people have been 
telling their children and their children’s chil- 
dren of a wonderful night long ago, when a 
star with a glory beyond that ever seen before 
or since travelled across the sky like a queen 
in full regalia on her coronation day. 

That star has been the subject of wonder to 
Christians and confusion to scientists for al- 
most two thousand years. Some astronomers, 
tracing back the movements of the stars in 
their clock-like cycles have discovered that there 
was an unusual conjunction of stars in the 
heavens about the time that Christ was born. 
Whenever such a conjunction brings two or 
more stars so close together that to us they 
look like one star a very bright light appears 
in the sky. But no binary or quadruple star 
ever travelled from one spot to another and 
stopped there as the star of Bethlehem did. 

The only explanation that meets all the cir- 
cumstances is that it was either a special star 
called into existence by God for that specific 
mission or a star called in from beyond the 
range of human vision for that particular pur- 
pose. 

I know this sounds chimerical to the skeptic 
who thinks God is limited by the laws of the 
universe that He created, but there is no more 
reason to doubt God's ability to introduce some- 
thing new into His cosmic universe than there 
is to doubt Mr. Ford’s ability to introduce 
something new into his industrial universe. 

No one dare say to a creator ‘‘Thus far and 
no further,” for the creator by the very fact 
of his creation has the ability and the right to 
revise, introduce or abolish as he sees fit. 


York, Pa. 
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LO, THE STAR 


J. B. BAKER, D.D. 


So to the Christian, exercising perfectly good 
sense as well as faith, the star of Bethlehem 
was God's special creation. 

The Wise Men acted upon their informa- 
tion, as wise men always do, and as soon as the 
star long foretold appeared, mounted theis 
camels and started to follow it. 

It led them as you know to Jerusalem, the 
capitol of Palestine, where, by a careful read- 
ing of the account, they lost their star. 

The loss however was only temporary, for 
in a little while they pushed their way out 
through a southern gate past where the world’s 
most famous Y. M. C. A. now stands, and 
“lo the star, which they saw in the east, went 
before them till it came and stood over whete 


-the young child was.” 


This experience of the magi admonishes us 
against two dangers to Christian living, the 
loss of wonder and the loss of our star. 

That little word “lo” is-a big window. 
Never lose it. When life has lost its wondet 
life has become an egg without salt, a bell 
without a clapper, a hearth without a fire, ¢ 
world without children, dull, flat, stale. 

And yet how many have lost it. A hundred 
men walk by a brook and all they see is water 
A thousand men may pass under the pagent 
of a star-lit sky and scarcely look up, but the 
psalmist is entranced by it and talks to Goe 
in language that Shakespeare never equalled. 

Don't lose your wonder, for the charm of 
life lies in it. And don’t lose your star. 

The Greek word for star is “STELLA, 
which is also a woman’s name. Many a maf 
has been led to Christ by a woman, his mother 
his sister, his wife. But stars are heavenh 
bodies and even the sweetest and purest anc 
noblest of women are but human. 

When I ask you if you have lost your sta 
I am speaking of something that never wa 
human, something heavenly, something all-to 
gether divine. 
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And I am not thinking of conscience either, 
ecause conscience is too pliable and adjust- 
ble to our desires. We want something and, 
F it doesn’t seem quite right, we can soon 
(Tap conscience around our finger and shape it 
nyway we want it. No, conscience can’t qual- 
fy as our guiding star. 

Neither can custom, because custom is too 
ickle. Customs change like fashions. It was 
mce the custom to despise the body. One 
nonk referred to his body as, ‘‘My brother, the 
SS. 

It was once the custom to burn Bibles, but 
he descendants of those who did it now print 
sibles. 

It was once the custom to limit voting to 
nale Church members, now male and female 
itizens of mature age, whether they belong to 
Church or not, vote. 

It was once the custom to persecute people 
who did not swallow everything that the Church 
aanded out. The church bells of Paris rang 
yut to the praise of God after the slaughtering 
of the Hugenots in St. Bartholmew’s massacre, 
ind in New England they ducked and branded 
ind hanged old women as witches. Now they 
ure taken care of in Old Ladies’ Homes. 

Our guiding star is the Word of God. 

The only purely divine thing we have to go 
by. Some have tried to discredit it and others 
have tried to destroy it. But it is as immune 
from destruction by man as the stars are. 

The Bible is the Star that leads to Christ. 
Have you lost your star? 

Modern life is as full of confusion as 
Jerusalem ever was. And it is a dozen times 
easier to Jose our star today than it was in our 
father’s days. 

Even in our youth the Church had no com- 
petitors on Sunday, no radio, no Sunday papers, 
no Sunday movies, no Sunday excursions, no 
Sunday baseball, no Sunday concerts. When we 
came away from Sunday School and Church 
the thoughts that we got there lingered in out 
minds and were the subject of our conversa- 
tions and went into the building of our char- 
acters. ‘ 

Now the world yells and roars at us like a 
carnival as soon as we are outside God’s house 
and in the din and confusion many lose their 
star. 

Have you lost yours? 

To help us answer this all-important ques- 
fion the better I am going to run the light 
of this star through the spectroscope of analysis. 
You know a star is a sun and its light is not 
one color but seven woven into one, which can 
be separated by an instrument called the spec- 


troscope. 
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The first band at the left is the Red Band. 

That means salvation bought for us by the 
blood of Jesus Christ. Have you lost that tay? 

I am afraid too many of us let service crowd 
out salvation. We are not saved by works. 

Nicodemus no doubt had a cartload of good 
works to his credit, for he was a ruler and 
gentleman of high honor, but Jesus told him 
he had to be born again. If your sense of 
having been saved is gone you have lost your 
Star. 

Next to the red band in the light of this 
star is the orange band, which suggests the 
puncturing, crushing, pressure of sin. 

Without grief over sins, past and current, 
there is no real Christian life. Sin will hurt 
a sensitive heart as a sour note hurts a sensi- 
tive ear. By our sensitivity to sin we know our 
nearness to Christ. Have we lost our star? 

Is sin an insult to God or just a lark? 

The yellow band suggests royalty, because 
it is so near to gold. 

Do you feel a thrill of reality when you sing 
“I’m the Child of a King,” or do you feel 
like a fourteen-year-old boy singing: “Jolly Old 
St. Nicholas,” merely echoing something that 
you once believed. 

You have lost your star if the yellow band 
of royalty is not in your Christian experience. 

The green band always suggests immortality. 

The Bible is full of the heavenly lure. It 
tells us in words as plain as language can 
make it that we are pilgrims and strangers 
here, that we have a city not made with hands 
and a home prepared for us there where many 
loved ones are waiting and watching for our 
coming. Is the pull of eternity as real and as 
steady in your life as in the Bible? If it isn’t, 
you have lost your star. 

The blue band stands for fidelity, for truth 
has always been linked with blue. When we 
want to pay a friend the best compliment we 
can always say, he is “true blue.” 

Do you know the best friend the Christian 
has? You never saw Him and you never will, 
because He never was visible to the eye. The 
best friend, the true-blue friend is “the wit- 
ness within,” the Holy Spirit, who witnesseth 
that we are children of God. This is what 
holds our brethren in the faith across the sea 
firm in the indescribable, demonic temptations 
they have to go through. Do you have the 
witness within that could hold you steady if all 
about you made fun of your religion and robbed 
you of every decency with which our Christian 
civilization has surrounded us? If you don’t, 
you have lost your star. 
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The indigo band, the deep blue, stands for 


concern for others. 


‘For you I am praying.” 
“Throw out the Life Line.” 
“Come to the Saviour, Make no delay.’ 


, 


Some one said, “He who goes to Heaven 
alone goes to a lonely Heaven,” but no one 
goes to Heaven alone, because there is no 
lonely Heaven. John was given a glimpse 
of it and he said he saw “‘a great multitude 
which no man could number.” Do you feel 
concern for others or do you feel that if they 
want to go to Hell that’s their funeral? That 
is as far from the Christian attitude as the 
North Pole is from the South. 

He who has no concern has lost his star. 


Llp. 


ing Program 


Remove the Week-long 2S 


From Your Jeach 
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And now coming to the other end of the 
spectrum of our divine star, the precious Word 
of God, we arrive at the violet band, which 
stands for modesty. When Livingston was 
praised in his only visit to England for his 
sacrifices, he said, “I never made a sacrifice in 
my life.” And yet he went through innumer- 
able sieges of fever, waded swamps shoulder 
deep and even then had a limp arm hanging 
by his side, made so by an African lion. When 
William Carey was praised for his wonderful 
works for India he said, ‘Don’t praise Carey, 
praise Carey’s Saviour.’” How real is your hu- 


mility. It is easy to sing, “Only a Sinner Saved 
By Grace,” and yet feel like a Rear Admiral 
of the Lord, ready to take over if the Lord 
If our humility 


should become indisposed. 
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“Lo, the star.” 
ke the quest of the ageless life your 


Come to the fountain of life and 
supreme quest from this day forth. Claim the 


He used his lantern to find his sheep but he 
used God’s lantern, the star, the Word, to find 


Don’t let the world his way. 


Word, for when you 


Let us emulate his wisdom and follow the 
star, never to let anything turn our gaze away, 
To those who are hungry and thirsty for lite 


never to lose it in the din and confusion of 
eternal, I leave the gracious invitation of the 


modern living. 
promise of the Master, “Ye shall have an abun- 


drink. Ma 
dant life.” 


you 

man 

guide 

push down 
catacombs: 


star the Word gospel. 


This book is as 


—Psalms 119:105. 


s when he said: 
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet 


and a light unto my pathway. 


ce 


t real in our highest promotions we have 


- Our star. 
ay close to your guide or you won’t come 


Don’t lose your star. 

e you away from the 

you lose your guidance. 

essary to you as the guide who takes 
ough the American Caves and the Ro 
acombs and I warn you as our street 
rned us when we wete about to 

9 the sepulchral depths of the 

till the Judgment Day. 

The Psalmist knew what a 
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lecember, 1945 


uy? 
AS 


Text: John 8:12. 


NE night, amid the silence of the Judean 
hills, a Child was born. Wise Men 


came into that land, saying, “Where is 
He that is born King of the Jews? For we 
have seen His star in the East, and are come 
to worship Him.” Thus, at the very beginning, 
and thence onward, men had no better way of 
describing Jesus than by saying: ‘‘And the 
light shineth in darkness, and the darkness 
comprehended it not.” 

Light is something positive and dynamic. 
Ancient men did not understand its physical 
characteristics, and they had no knowledge of 
its speed. They merely knew it was their 
friend, in darkness—hope, in sickness—health, 
in doubt—truth. They valued all the senses, 
it is true, far more than we of this modern 
world. Taste, to guide them in the choice of 
foods. Touch, to aid them in a tangible en- 
vironment. Smell, to provide knowledge of 
factors, friendly and hostile, in the immediate 
scene. Hearing, to acquaint them with condi- 
tions, pro and con, farther afield. But most 
of all, they valued sight, because it was in- 
separably linked with light, and no matter how 
far distant the light it dispelled darkness and 
they were not alone. 

Our boys who trained in Texas during the 
war have told us something of the immensity 
of that state. Perhaps no one has expressed it 
better than the tall, broad-shouldered Texan 
who said: “Man, you get up here on one of 
our Texas hills and you can see straight ahead 
for two days.” 

But you can’t see straight ahead anywhere 
without light, and the men who wrote the Gos- 
pels knew this was true not only in the physi- 
cal universe about them but also in the realm 
of the human spirit. John beheld Jesus as an 
effusive, transcendent, all-pervading, electrify- 
ing Light, the One who came unstinting and 
unhindered with redemption into the hearts of 
all men, and that regardless of race, creed, or 
color. John said nothing truer in his utterance 
concerning Christ as the Light than this: “The 
light shineth in darkness; and the darkness 
comprehended it not.’’ There have been other 
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THE LIGHT 
OF THE WORLD 


JOHN W. McKELVEY 


lights in the world, but after they have ha 
their day, they flickered and went out. 

Despite the darkness of the ancient world 
despite the darkness of the Dark Ages, despit 
the darkness that engulfs our contemporar 
day, it is just as John set forth the Invincibl 
Saviour long ago: Jesus speaks again unto us 
saying, “I am the light of the world: he tha 
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, bu 
shall have the light of life.” 

“But what,” you ask, “what makes you 5 
sure that Christ is the Light of the world? Isa 
that just plain wishful thinking?” My answer 
essentially the same which Jesus gave. Th 
Pharisees also questioned the authenticity 0 
Christ’s claim. But that claim stood in the be 
ginning and stands now because it is verifie 
in the experience of men. § 

Take the experience of danger and disastet 
Here is a son writing his mother from Gaudal 
canal: “Out here, I have had time to thin 
about the deeper things of the spiritual lif 
. . . Back home we went to Church once in 


' while; but the fact is that the Church and th 


Bible meant very little to us as a real power if 
our lives. . . . But I have been reading m 
New Testament, and it has caused me to thial 
very seriously about my soul and the future, 
Actually, there is no merit in the Church am 
the Bible apart from the fact that through ther 
“the Light shineth in darkness; and the dark 
ness (of danger and disaster) comprehende 
it now.” 

There is the experience of weakness. Loni 
ago Paul pioneered through this dark valley 
Now, as then, men are mastering the natura 
world about them, but falling victims of thei 
own human nature. Like Paul, they are say 
ing: “I cannot understand my own actions; 
do not act as I want to act; on the contrary 
I do what I detest.” This dreadful sense o 
impotence rests like a pall upon us today, an 
this notwithstanding we have mastered untol 
secrets of the natural world about us. W 
have pretended that there is nothing wron 
with us, but in temptation and trial our pre 
tending is exposed for the sham it is. We at 
loathe to learn the inscrutable lesson of ou 
sphere: that “our extremity is God’s oppot 
tunity.” If we would but learn that the Al 
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ighty is with us all the time,that not once 
es He forsake us, we should then discover 
at in our weakness there is strength, in dark- 
ess, light. 

We are like the man who complained in a 
zzling hot letter to a stove manufacturer that 
ue to carelessness and unconcern in shipping 
1e stove, no lid-lifter had been sent with it. 
herefore the stove would be returned. After 
reading his unleashed temper through every 
ne of the letter, the customer concluded with, 
P. S—Please ignore the above. We found 
ve lifter in the oven.” Just so it is with us. 
Vhen our ‘feet were almost gone, our steps 
ad well nigh slipped,” and we were about to 
e swallowed up by the deep, then in the 
1oment of our bitterest complaint and outcry 
fe felt ourselves supported by “‘the Everlasting 
irms.”” Paul thus experienced God. “I sought 
2e Lord thrice that my thorn in the flesh 
light depart from me. And He said unto me, 
Ay grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength 
; made perfect in weakness.” 

It is no different in our experience of 
espait. How often we pass through the dark 
yaters of despair! Can you live today and not 
sk, “Am I my brother’s keeper? Canst thou, 
y searching, find out God? If a man die shall 
live again? Who is sufficient for these 
hings? Is the life more than meat?” And 
yhen someone cries, ““O timid soul, despair 
ot, there was a man sent from God whose 
ame was John. The same came for a witness, 
0 bear witness of the Light, that all men 
hrough Him might believe. He was not that 
ight, but was sent to bear witness of that 
ight,” how quick we are to retort with blight- 
ng scorn, ‘Can any good thing come out of 
Nazareth ?” 

Carl Sanburg in his opws magnum, THE 
FE OF LINCOLN, tells how one news-re- 
yorter covered the Civil War front when Gen- 
ral Burnsides was massing his forces against 
Seneral Lee at Fredericksburg, Virginia. Get- 
ing on the telegraph wire to his paper, THE 
JEW YORK WORLD, he told his Editor big 
hings were pending, a decisive battle per- 
aps. The editor wired back, “Hang on to the 
vire.” The reporter, not knowing how to 
corner the wire until the battle broke, asked, 
‘What shall I say?” i 

“Say anything,” replied the frantic editor, 
‘send us the book of Job.” ! 

So that day when the bloody battle broke in 
vord and deed that reporter sent back to the 
Jnion the book of Job with all its anguish 
ind despair. And not the least part of Job's 
xperience of despair was the realization that 
,otwithstanding the heartaches and desolations 
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of the earth, God “‘standeth yet within the 


shadow keeping watch above His own.” 

Dr. Elmore M. McKee, in BEYOND THE 
NIGHT, tells of a group of American Chris- 
tians in the Orient a few years ago discussing 
angrily the ruthless devastation of Nanking by 
the Japanese. The door opened and a Chinese 
professor from Nanking «entered, saying, 
"Friends, it is better to light a candle than to 
curse the darkness.” Why, of course, when we 
consider it, there is no use crying over spilt 
milk; there is no point in condemning dark- 
ness. Both things are minus and_ negative. 
The thing to do is to turn to that which is 
positive and creative. That is what light is. 
I don’t need to argue that the sun is the light 
of the physical world, nor that Christ is the 
“light of the spiritual world,” in view of out 
common human experience. But I do need to. 
point out what the Master Himself points out, 
if this Light is to shine on and on into the 
darkness: “Ye are the light of the world.” 
That's what He said. You and I must let our 
light shine. 

When I make emphatic the thought that 
you and I are the “light of the world,” two 
things are involved. There is no light any- 
where without a medium. If we will recollect 
the thrilling story of Edison’s search for a 
medium of electric light, we will at once see 
the point in connection with our responsibility 
to “let our light shine.’” Edison learned there 
were hundreds of material substances that 
would not serve as a medium for light. The 
Scriptures are replete in stating the identical 
truth in the spiritual realm. If the lights are 
to be turned on, how think you it will be 
done? Will it not be done when you and I 
become lighted candles of constructive atti- 
tudes and redemptive reactions? By this I 
mean our light must shine forth with the 
varied colors of the spiritual spectroscope: for- 
giveness, love, penitence, and justice with 
mercy. Unless all these elements are included 
we will shine a blue light, or a yellow light, 
or a purple light, but not the white light of 
the glory of the Son of God. 

We can.have the very best medium for 
light, but without the power we shall not have 
light, but darkness. I sometimes think we as- 
sume God has asked us to be both medium and 
power. But this is not so. All God has asked 
of us is that we get in contact, letting God in 
Christ shine through our souls. And what's 
more, it is unbelievable that the Light shining 
through us “shines in darkness and the dark- 
ness comprehends it not.” 

There is the legend of a father who had 
three sons. Possessed’ also of a large fortune 
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and not wishing to give it to a son inapprecia- 
tive of its value and unadapted to its proper 
usefulness, the old father called his sons to him 
and said: “I am about to assign my fortune 
and I will give it to the son who with fifty 
cents, which I will give each one, will pur- 
chase in the market-place that which will most 
fill this room.”” He then gave each son fifty 
cents and bade them be on their errand. The 
eldest son, rather confident and proud of his 
ability to strike a bargain in the market-place, 
went quickly thence and after the usual hag- 
gling brought home a huge load of hay which 
largely filled the room. The father said, “Well 
done. Stand aside and await the return of 
your brothers.” 

The second son, meanwhile, searched high 
and low through all the markets, running 
breathless from one to the other, and at last 
struggled home with a great bag of milkweed 
seed which he cast forth until the room was 
filled in marvellous manner with the floating 
seed. The father said, “Well done, my son. 
- Stand aside and await the return of your young- 
er brother.” Certain that he had merited his 
father’s fortune he waited, anxious and im- 
patient. 

The youngest son, however, was long in 
coming, but just before sun-down he came 
running home. ‘‘And what did you bring?” 
cried his father somewhat petulantly. 

“Oh Father,” he replied, “I too went search- 
ing, and I found an old woman, burdened with 
a load of faggots, and I carried them to her 
cottage, and seeing her in hunger I gave her 
half my money to buy food. As I returned, a 
beggar reached forth his hand, and I had no 
heart to say to him nay. I gave him two thin 
dimes. Realizing I must be on my search, I 
turned into the market-place, only to run into 
a crying child. So unhappy was it I spent 
three pennies to buy some sweets. And, oh 
Father, at the very next shop with my remain- 
ing pennies, I purchased this.” 

And holding forth a little candle he touched 
it quickly to a burning coal in the hearth, and 
lo! its light filled all the room! 

That, my friends, is the promise, if we in 
self-forgetful service will become lighted 
candles of the Lord. The Light will shine 
through us into all the world. “So your light 
is to shine before men, that they may see the 
good you do and glorify your Father in 
Heaven.” 


“But God shall hold His world 
despair.” 
Be it ours to offer Him the praise and 


thanksgiving of newly dedicated lives! 


above 
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UNTO YOU 
A SAVIOR 


CHARLES HADDON NABERS, D.D. } 


Lect: Luke 201. 
I : YHE Christmas story is the sweetest story 


ever told. 

It is a sweet story because it is a ston 
of love. Love stories are always sweet. It is 
a sweet story because it tells of a love that 
knows no bounds. In the measure in which 
love establishes for itself limits beyond which 
it refuses to go, in that measure love ceases to 
be love. : 

It is a sweet story because it is a story of 
good news. Good news is always sweet to 
mortal ears. It is a sweet story because the 
good news comes to common folks whose trite 
routine of life is seldom ever broken except 
by tragedy. Such breaks are like a burst of 
brilliant light in the midnight of one’s heart. 

It is a sweet story because it has to do with 
angels. Angels are divine messengers and 
human helpers. It is a sweet story because it 
was told in song. It has been singing its way 
into the hearts of humanity for all the years 
since the quietness of a Judean night was gen 
tly broken by music from a heavenly chorus. 

It is a sweet story because it is a story of a 
Baby, the most precious baby the world ever 
heard utter its first appealing cry. Sweet and 
precious are the two words always uttered in 
the presence of the tiny, appealing bundle of 
possibilities we call baby. 

It is a sweet story because it is a story of 
God, of His mercy, His kindness, His care. 

The gist of the Christmas story lies in the 
words of the angels to the Bethlehem shep- 
herds: “For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord.” “Unto you is born a Saviour.” 

Interesting that the word, “Saviour,” figures 
so prominently in the Christmas story and in 
the Bible. 

The angel did not say: “Unto you is born 
a sociologist.” We believe in welfare work, 
and social conditions must be steadily im- 
proved until no nation will have a third or 
any other large percentage of its people ill- 
clothed, ill-fed and ill-housed, but we cae a 
deeper need than for material betterment. 

The angel did not say: “Unto you is born 
a great moral teacher.’’ No nation can endure 
without morality. Lack of morality led to the 
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ath of Rome, and other empires both before 
nd since. But we know enough about moral- 
y to get along without any new revelation 
1ere, and our greatest need lies elsewhere. 

The angel did not say: ‘Unto you is born 

political reformer.” Politics need reforma- 
on, but the change in leadership and even a 
hange in the form of government brings no 
olitical millennium for our need lies else- 
‘here. , 

The angel did not say: 
N internationalist.”” We must think in terms 
f other nations. God pity the silly person 
yho thinks that we can sleep within our na- 
onal boundaries as a bear crawls into a cave 
or the winter, and let the rest of the world go 
y in bitterness and blood, but.cessation of war 
tings no cessation of trouble, if the spirit 
hich makes for war is yet alive in murder- 
us hearts and greedy minds. 

The angel did not say: ‘Unto you is born 

great theologian.” We must think right 
bout God, about life, about duty, but mere 
nowledge of truth does not reach to the root 
f the difficulties which face men. 

On the other hand, the angel did say: 
Unto you is born this day in the city of 
Yavid a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 
‘wenty-six times in the New Testament Jesus 
3 called a Saviour, and the thought lies in all 
he books of the volume like a watermark lies 
a paper. “Thou shalt call His name Jesus, 
or He shall save His people from their sins.” 
eter wrote that we possess an inheritance in- 
orruptible through His salvation, and_ the 
writer to the Hebrews declares that Christ hath 
btained for us an eternal salvation. 

Unto us is born a Saviour. The trouble with 
1en is not fundamentally sociological, philoso- 
hical, political, international, theological or 
ven moral. We are lost in sin. We are 
jithout God. We have no adequate Guide for 
fe. We are lost in a strange, indifferent, and 
ften unkind and brutal world. Hands reach 
p helpless, eyes peer in the blindness, ears 
train for a voice to guide. Feet cautiously 
ush onward and try every spot for fear of a 
awning chasm. 

We are lost. Jesus comes to save. 

What is it to be lost? It is to be out of 
elationship with God. To be out of relation- 
hip with God is to be out of relationship with 
ur fellows and with our souls. To be lost is 
> be in bondage to sin. To be lost is to be 
jithout a goal. To be lost is to know not 
aith, nor hope, nor love, nor peace, nor cleans- 
1g, nor courage, nor zest. 

What is it to be saved? It is to be brought 
nto personal relationship with God, and there- 
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fore in the right relationship with all men, in- 
cluding our own divided personalities, eternal- 
ly torn between contending and antagonistic 
loyalties. To be saved is to come to know the 
wisdom, and the power of God. To be saved 
is to find cleansing from sin by faith in Jesus 
Christ. To be saved is to bask in the love of 
God, and to fight for the kingdom of God 
with courage and patience and endurance. To 
be saved is to become part of a mighty move- 
ment to let Jesus be known to all mankind. 
To be saved is to be made over new by the 
entrance of God into our personality, as we 
are led by His Spirit to love Him with all 
our heart, and all our soul, and all our mind, 
and all our strength. 

The Christmas message therefore is a mes- 
sage of salvation. Unto us is born a Saviour. 
This Christmas message of salvation is a 
message of gladness. ‘Fear not! For behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy.’ Our 
world is terrifically frightened. Hatreds and 
greed and brutality form a trio of evils which 
are the antithesis of the three graces of Paul: 
faith, hope and love; and are the exact oppo- 
site of the qualities which Jesus came to teach 
men to know, love, hold and use. The Voice 
which speaks to men from God is to allay 
human fears and bring men gladness and joy. 
And it does it with no mere veneer of quietness 
glued upon a surface likely to explode any mo- 
ment. The fears of men’s souls can be put 
away because “The Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth,” and the power and personality at 
the heart of the universe is love and grace. 
Gladness and joy can come into human lives 
when we are persuaded by the Gift of God 
that the face of the Father is turned with a 
smile towards men. Therefore, live the 
message in love and joy! 

One can no more hide the joy of the only 
begotten Son of God Who became man, as the 
Babe of Bethlehem, from one part of the hu- 
man race than one can hide the light of the 
sun at noon on an unclouded day. To all 
people: that means. the white race, and the 
black, the yellow and the brown. That means 
the upper crust of society, its cream, and even 
its cold cream or ice cream! It means the per- 
sons who for reasons of birth or baseness have 
standing that is less than the dust beneath the 
chariot wheel. That means that hands must 
stretch out across the sea; across all seas, even 
the Pacific; to the top of the mountains, even 
the highest; and to the bottom of the deepest 
well. If we cannot divorce ourselves complete- 
ly from prejudice and ill will, we can at least 
effect a temporary separation for the Christmas 
season, and sound forth the call of God of: 
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“Glory to Him in the highest, of peace on 
eatth—by our prayers and earnest efforts—and 
good-will toward men—which means possible 
not only peace but justice and truth and good- 
ness. 

The Christian message of love, peace and 
good-will from heaven is to be delivered to 
the world through men. A star appeared to 
the Wise Men to guide them to the manger- 
cradle in Bethlehem; but no other changes in 
the geography of the skies has been necessary. 
When the Wise Men found the Christ, they 
were to tell others of His person and mission. 
Angels sang to shepherds on a Judean hill- 
side, but other bands of workers have had no 
angel visitors with heavenly music. The shep- 
herds were commissioned to find the Christ, 
and then lead others to find Him. 

We declare the Christmas message by the 
words we speak, by the things we do, and by 
the manner in which we speak and work. Ours 
is the task today that God once entrusted to a 
star. Ours is the song today which the Lord 
once taught angels to sing. Once upon a time 
it was. ‘‘Hark, the herald angels sing.’’ Today 
it must be; “Hark, the herald people sing!” 

But the message does not get out of date, 
for the needs which the Christ supplies are yet 
within our hearts, minds and souls. 

“Be ye steadfast, unmovable, abounding in 
the kind and gracious and generous work of the 
Lord, for as much as you know that your labor 
cannot be in vain, for unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ, the Lord.” 

ae 


THE MAN I LOST 
ON THE BRIDGE 


) CLARENCE E. MACARTNEY 
Eecl. 12:13. Matt. 6:33. 


N a winter evening, just at dusk, I was 

crossing the Allegheny River from the 

North Side to Pittsburgh. I paused for 
a little to lean over the parapet of the bridge 
and view the always fascinating scene. The 
sun had gone down beyond the steep hills 
across the Ohio, and the red after-glow was 
still discernible in the sky. On the cliffs the 
huge letters on the electric signs were begin- 
ning to flash their intelligence. On the bridges 
down the river I could see the green and red 
lights on the piers, and the lamps shining in 
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“Or, was he thinking of the inner life? 


the windows of the houseboats. On the Pi 
burgh side the lights in the tall buildings mac 
a thousand windows burn. In the distance 
could hear the hoarse roar of a ae 
siren, the whistle of locomotives and the : 
ble of the traffic on the bridge. Underneath 
me, the Allegheny River was flowing rapidly 
away, like the river of a man’s life, and over 
the bridge there flowed the river of humanity, 
some bound towards Pittsburgh and some 
toward the North Side. After a little, I turned 
to pursue my way toward the city. Just in 
front of me two men were walking along, side 
by side. Suddenly I heard one of them say, 
with great distinctness: “If I had my life to 
live over again—’ I quickened my step and 
was on the alert to catch, if possible, the rest 
of the sentence, but the conclusion of the sen- 
tence was lost in the rumble of the traffic. 

As I walked along I fell to musing about 
what that man had said, and what the possible 
conclusion of his sentence might have been. 
What was there, I asked myself, in that man’s 
life which he would have changed, if he could 
have lived his life over again? Was he think 
ing only of external things, such as his place 
of residence, his profession, or business, or call- 
ing in life, and that if he had his life to live 
over again, he would be a business man im 
stead of a professional man, or a doctor instead 
of a lawyer, or a farmer instead of a banker? 
The 
earnestness of his tone convinced me that the 
man was thinking, not of external things, but 
internal things: that he was taking a vety 
serious view of life, and that looking back over 
the years he had lived, he saw some thin 
which he would certainly do differently if he 
had his life to live over again. And from 
wondering about this man, I fell to wondering 
about life itself. What are some of the thing: 
that we would like to change if we had out 
life to live over again? As we stand at the 
threshhold of the New Year, the question is 
well worth our consideration. 


I Would Think More of the Meaning and 
True Purpose of Life. 


Asked once what he would change in his 
life if he had it to live all over again, Lore 
Byron, evidently in one of his cynical moods 
replied, “Nothing, unless not to have lived ai 
all.” But the great majority of men, who see 
great and beautiful possibilities in life, wil 
have grace and humility to confess that there 
has been much in their life which they would 
like to change if they could live it over again. 

No one will live differently next year unles: 
he plans to do so, unless he recognizes a new 
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principle and a new purpose in life. What is 
the Scriptural teaching as to the end and pur- 
pose of life, as echoed by prophets, apostles, 
and by Jesus Himself? That teaching is that 
life is a trial, the purpose of which is to pro- 
duce in us moral and spiritual qualities, with a 
view to their complete development and their 
coronation in the life to come. Only loyalty 
to this divine plan of life would really move 
men to live differently in the future than they 
have in the past. According to this Scriptural 
view of life, it is not what we get out of life 
that counts, but what life gets out of us. There 
is no other theory of life which can stand up 
to the facts of life. But if the purpose of life 
is to reveal to us the invisible, to teach us the 
spiritual and the divine, then, for those who 
have the will and the humility to Jearn, life 
is a wonderful plan and a wonderful school. 
It is the Swedish custom at a funeral to 
address the dead as if he were still living. In 
the book, Round The Cape Horn, one of the 
young seamen had fallen to his death on the 
deck. As the body was about to be committed 
to the deep, the Captain of the vessel addressed 
him as follows: “Ronald Walker, here we are 
all gathered, your old shipmates, to bid you a 
last farewell, and this is a better day for you 
than it is for us. This earth in which we still 
remain, from which you have been called, this 
earth of ours is just a testing place, and when 


we have proved ourselves we shall come. Here - 


we are just children going through our school 
and you have qualified. You lived worthily; 
you sleep well; nor will you awaken upon the 
Cape Horn Road. You will awaken in glory 
with Eternity before you. The voice that calls 
upon the Last Day will reach you here lying 
in your cold and unmarked grave as clearly as 
it will reach to those who sleep on land.” 

The true fortune in life is to find a true 
aim. in life, and happy is the man who has 
discovered what the chief end in life is, not 
just to go around in a circle, not just to taste 
the pleasures of an hour, but to glorify God 
and to enjoy Him forever. The mistake that 
so many make is to relate the pleasures, the 
experiences, the trials of this world to this life 
only. Thus we lose the true perspective, and 
are undone by events, which, related to the 
great purpose of life, would have helped us 
and have strengthened us. 


I Would Place More Emphasis Upon 
The Heart Life. 


When the Wise Man of the Book of 
Proverbs said, ‘Keep thy heart with all dili- 
gence, for out of it are the issues of life,” I 
suppose he was thinking of the moral life, and 
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the springs and fountains of conduct and ¢ 
acter. But in another sense it 1s true 
“out of the heart are the issues of life.” ] 
that I mean that the abiding satisfactions ¢ 
life come from the heart life. President Eli 
of Harvard once said, ‘““The mutual loves < 
husband and wife, of parents and children, ¢ 
brothers and sisters, are not only the chi 
sources of happiness, but the chief springs ¢ 
action and the chief safeguards from evil 
Winston Churchill, in the small autobiograpl 
of his youth, a roving commission, thus con 
ments on his relationship with his father, Lor 
Randolph: “If ever I began to show the sligh 
est idea of comradeship, he was immediate 
offended, and when once I suggested that 
might help his private secretary to write son 
of his letters, he froze me into stone. Had} 
lived another four or five years, he could m 
have done without me.” But there were no fo 
or five years. Just as friendly relations we 
ripening into an entente, he vanished foreye 
That, alas, is the way it is with fathers, mother 
brothers, sisters, husbands, wives, children an 
friends. Suddenly they vanish, and, for th 
world, they are gone forever. 

In a book I read recently, I Rode Wit 
Stonewall Jackson, there are related many scem 
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the deaths of officers or soldiers of Jack- 
ns army. Two things about those scenes im- 
essed me: the place given to the Bible, and 
) letters or photographs of loved friends. 
hese two were symbols of the things that abide 
rever. As the mists of death began to settle 
2wn on those officers and soldiers, two things 
€re uppermost in their thoughts, their faith 
. God and their love for their families. The 
ible was a bridge over the river of Death, 
ad the letters and photographs were com- 
anions which stayed with the dying men to 
fe last. 

John Randolph of Virginia, was one of the 
reatest men produced by the Old Dominion, 
brilliant, and, in many respects, a wonderful 
lan. Nothing in American History is more 
athetic than the death of Randolph at his 
otel in Philadelphia, where he compelled his 
hysician to remain with him up to the very 
ad, because the Virginia law required that 
hen a man manumitted his slaves, those who 
itnessed the will had to be present at his 
eath. But together with many noble charac- 
tistics, Randolph had a bitter, cantankerous 
yngue and a vindictive spirit. The result was 
vat men found it difficult to be with him, and 
€ was much alone. What could be more 
yuching than Randolph’s own account of him- 
If, mounting his horse, and sitting on the 
orse motionless for half an hour, trying to 
unk where he could go or with whom he 
Suld speak. His great plantation, his well- 
ocked library, his eminent public services, 
1ese could not minister to him when what his 
eart longed for was friendship and the touch 
f a human hand. Sooner or Jater all men 
2alize the truth of this. 

Not only on the positive side, if he had his 
fe to live over again, would a man give more 
ttention to the heart life, but also on the nega- 
ve side; that is, he would be less ready to 
stain the memory of an injustice or wrong. 
r slight, or affront, and much more ready to 
estow forgiveness. He would hold less rigidly 
» his resentment and anger, and would hate 
rith less intensity; or, still better, not at all. 
ife is too short to spend its precious moments 
1 recrimination, dispute and anger. 


I Would Put More Trust in the Providence 
of God. 


In the first place, I woud worry less about the 
ast. The only thing I would do with the past, 
rvsofar as that past was mistaken or sinful, 
rould be to make it my teacher for the future. 
Which of you,” asks Christ, “by taking 
10ught can add a single cubit to his stature?” 
Jo one has ever dared to say that he was that 
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man. What load was ever lightened, what 
wound ever healed, or what blow warded off 
by worry and anxiety? Not one! The thing 
to do with yesterday and its mistakes, its fail- 
ures, its hardships, its disappointments, is to 
turn yesterday over to the mercy of God; and 
the thing to do with the unknown tomorrow is 
to trust God for His guidance and for his good- 
ness, confident that ‘‘as our day so shall our 
strength be.” Even the sins of the past, re- 
pented of and forgiven, can become lustrous 
jewels in the diadem of character. 

But all this is only a fancy, a supposition, a 
dream. Note that that man IJ lost on the bridge 
said, IF I had my life to live over again.” But 
whoever had such an opportunity granted to 
him? Whoever had a year, a month, a week, a 
day, an hour, a moment, to live over again? 
Never! Between yesterday and tomorrow runs 
the river of “IF,” and no bridge has ever 
spanned that river. You cannot turn back the 
stream of time any more than you can command 
the river over which I was crossing when I lost 
that man on the bridge to turn back again and 
flow northward to its far off mountain sources. 
No; the only possible profit in such a medita- 
tion as this is that it may help us to live more 
carefully in 1946 than we did in 1945. There 
ate fine and true and holy purposes in life and 
lofty principles to which we can give our al- 
legiance. But the secret of loyalty to those prin- 
ciples, the secret of reaching our goal, is to have 
the fellowship of Christ, to have more of Christ 
in our hearts. 


Be 
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Christmas Gifts 


But how seldom Christmas comes—only once 
a year; and how soon it is over—a day and a 
night! If that is the whole of it, it seems not 
much more durable than the little toys one buys 
of a fakir on the street corner. 

But surely that need not and ought not to be 
the whole of Christmas; only a single day of 
generosity, ransomed from the dull servitude of 
a selfish year. If every gift is a token of per- 
sonal thought, a friendly feeling, an unselfish 
interest in the joy of others, then the thought, 
the feeling, the interest, may remain after the 
gift is made.—Henry van Dyke. 
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The Cost of Christmas 


We are told that for several centuries Chr 
mas, now a time of happiness and good wil 
was for Christians a time of heroic ordeal. Th 
pagan world endeavored to stamp out evet 
vestige of the religion of Christ, and celebratio 
of Christmas was among the charges again 
Telesphorus, leading to his martyrdom in Rom 
It is recorded that in the day of Diocletian, hur 
dreds of Christians were assembled on Christ 
mas Day, and by order of the Emperor, wit 
dows and doors were barred, the torch set to th 
building, and many lives were most brutally sag 
rificed because they celebrated the advent 0 
Jesus Christ. | 

We recall these hard experiences in conne 
tion with Christmas, not to throw a shadow, bu 
to remind ourselves that the celebration int 
which we enter so freely and happily did ne 
spring out of the ground without great cosi 
Like all our most blessed possessions, it cost 
and cost heavily. This event we now celebrat 
with many songs, with loving gifts, with car 
for the less favored, with great feasts and will 
ceremonies in our churches. It is well to cele 
brate with all gladness. But we must guar 
against paganism and purely sensual indulgence 
For some it will be the worst day of the year 
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ecause they are so selfish and indulgent, with- 
ut one thought for Him whose name the day 
ears. 

We love Christmas. It is a family day. It is 
day for friendship. It is a day for kindness. 
is a day of concord and peace. All because 
f Him who humbled Himself to be found in 
ishion as a man. 

Forget not Christ on Christmas Day.—The 
resbyterian. 


\Ipha and Omega 

ev. 22:2. “On both sides of the river grew 
the tree of life (zoee). I Jno. 2:16. “The 
proud display of life (bios) cometh riot from 
the Father.” Luke 6:9. “To do good or 
harm? To save life (psukee) or to destroy 
ge?” «Gal, 5:22. “The fruit of the Spirit 
(pneuma) is love.” 


There are 597 references to the term “‘life”’ 
1 the New Testament. The word ‘‘life’’ has at 
sast four connotations or synonyms; z0¢e, 
sukee, bios and pneuma. From these four 
sreek words we name four sciences: zoology, 
sychology, biology and pneumatics: When one 
onsiders the temperament, the training, the 
ynamic zeal of the new-found life, and the 
onditions under which the early writers spoke 
nd wrote it is not surprising that these four 
yords for “‘life’’ are often used interchangeably. 
itst, consider zoee. You will find it used 127 
mes and in the Gospel of John, the greatest 
umber, 33. Matthew employs the term 11 
mes; Paul in Romans 14 times; Acts, 8 times, 
nd in Luke, six times. Basically, zoee as “‘life” 
; the state of one possessed of spiritual vitality 
nd animation. It is of the same substance and 
ind, but not in degree, which Jesus possessed 
then He said: “I am the Resurrection and the 
ife.’ This “‘life’’ is essential and ethical, real 
nd genuine. It is both present and future, 
eternal” and “‘everlasting.’’ ‘“The gate is nar- 
yw and the road is hard that leads to this kind 
f life (zoee)”’ the life that is transfused from 
1e Logos into human nature. Second, consider 
sukee, This word for “‘life’ is used 94 times. 
he psyche is the breath or soul. It is the in- 
issoluble essence of our being as distinguished 
rom the body. As soul it is the seat of our de- 
res, affection and intellect. Peter in his charge 
>» new converts said: “I beg you as aliens and 
xiles here, not to include the physical cravings 
yat are at war with the soul (psychee).” 
lebrews 13:17 advises converts to “obey their 
aders, for they are keeping watch in defense 
f your souls (psychee).” This soul is so con- 
ituted as to be a moral being designed for 
ernal life. Death does not destroy the psukee, 
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but sin and selfishness may. “For what shall it 
profit a man to gain the whole world and lose 
his soul (psychee) ?” “Which is better, to save 
life (psychee) or to destroy it?’ Third, Bros 
as life. Eleven times this term is applied to 
one’s living, his goods, wealth and general re- 
sources. In Luke 8:14, the Parable of the Seed, 
Soil and Sower, we note the seed that falls 
among the thorns (those who listen and pass 
on) is stifled by the ‘‘worries, wealth and pleas- 
ures of bios (life); the poor widow who gave 
her mite to the treasury, “put in everything she 
possessed, all she had to live on,” her substance, 
even her life (bios). The Prodigal “wasted his 
substance and life (bios) in fast living.’ Fourth, 
the Pneuma. This is the life principle and is 
used 353 times in the New Testament. As the 
breath of life—it is the original faculty by 
which we feel, think, will and decide in matters 
concerning conduct and character. Through this 
God-given Pneuma, the Christian discerns di- 
vine things and God. There are many func- 
tions, the pneuma assumes: Jesus was ‘guided 
by the Spirit (pneuma) into the desert’”— 
“Blessed are those who feel their spiritual 
(pneuma) need’”—“He will baptize in the 
Holy Spirit (pneuma) and in fire’’—'‘God is a 
Spirit (pneuma)”—“The things that I have 
said to you,” said Jesus, “they are spirit 
(pneuma) and life.” 


Solicitude 
Rom. 10:1. “Brothers, my heart is full of 
good will toward them.” 

Have we that fine sense of reality-feeling 
and concern for fellow humans which our Con- 
fessions, Creeds and Catechisms so earnestly de- 
fine and which we so proudly claim to possess? 
Are we as interested in the newcomer on Mon- 
day as our Sunday greeting (handshake and 
smile) may lead him to expect? Or are we 
motivated mainly by the desire to count more 
noses, more dimes, more members and more 
seats filled in our class and church? A question 
all Christians must eventually face should not 
be pigeonholed. It should be as fairly and 
squarely answered as was the spirit which 
prompted the query. Has the principle of a 
mechanical age—a depersonal and impersonal 
efficiency, entered too largely into Christian 
work today? Or can we say with Paul, “It is 
Christ’s love that controls me?” The legacy of 
the early church was its personal concern and 
solicitude for the “lost.” It was interest in in- 
dividuals for their soul’s sake, their relationship 
to God and in provision for their Christian cul- 
ture, primarily. Brotherhood and good will are 
noble Christian terms. They must never be 
tainted with selfishness. 
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Christmas as Happiness 


Matt. 5:8. “Happy are the pure in heart.’ 
Luke 10:23. “Happy are the eyes that see.” 


_ What a world this would be, if every country 
n it were free from poverty; free from suffering 
and ignorance; free from disease; free from the 
surse of inequality of opportunity and economic 
dlight. You say this can never be, that it is too 
Utopian. Well; it’s the kind of a world that 
Jesus worked and died for. It’s the kind of a 
world that is represented in the term “kingdom 
of God.” Well might any country boast of its 
sonstitution and government when absorbed in 
the fulfilment of these ideals. Who wants to 
see anemic and stunted children, the result of 
malnutrition and neglect? What heart can be 
happy over the plight of nations and its chil- 
dren bending under staggering taxes and crush- 
ing war debts? Truly our life is an unpredict- 
able future. But America has genius and with 
faith in God, our fellows and ourselves, we 
shall eventually attain real happiness. 

Social Security is a wonderful term, like love, 
it “casteth out many fears,” but financial re- 
sources do not represent the highest type of 
success, nor does it assure permanent happiness. 
There is another security. It is within the soul 
(one’s own soul). It is the security of a sound 
mind and a strong courage which builds upon 
Divine Resources and Ideals. In the post-war 
world, we must be prepared to adapt ourselves 
fo many diversified forms of labor; we must 
train ourselves to be more alert; strive not only 
for education, but intelligence; to be not only a 
nominal Christian but a noble and _ spiritual- 
minded human being of character and poise. A 
rue meaning of Christmas will help us all to 
realize this type of happiness. God helping us, 
it can be attained. 


Time 

How inexorable is Time! One can but marvel! 

Nor war, nor peace has any power to stay 

This unseen force in its unhurried going 

Upon its certain and predestined way. 

Marked off by seasons: summer, fall and winter, 

And spring, whose beauty catches at the breath, 

Time, quite unmindful of man’s pain and sor- 
row, 

Goes undeterred by birth or life or death. 


No rapture stops it for a shaken moment; 

No passion stays its course across the air, 

But hour by hour with a calm precision, 

it takes its way, and none knows how or where. 
But as the trysting river meets the sea 

Time’s eager feet must seek Eternity. 

—Grace Noll Crowell in The Christian Herald. 
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A WORKABLE PLAN OF EVANGELISM 
By Dawson C. Bryan. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 166 
pp. $1.50. 

Here it is, just what you have been looking for, and 
all in one volume. Dr. Bryan has gathered just about 
everything worthwhile in the field -of lay evangelism 
and put it into’this book. There is no doubt that one 
of the greatest needs of the Church today is that of 
evangelism. There is also no doubt that people need to 
become evangelists. Much of our trouble in churches is 
that the peopie neither feel nor use their religion. 

Dr. Bryan has had considerable success with lay evan- 
gelism. The book has “The Plan of Vis:tation Evangel- 
ism,” followed by “Instruction of the Visitors,’ together 
with the addresses for each night of meeting. There is 
an outline for a visitation program and samples of 
printed forms. It’s all here for your use. Jesus sent 
out the seventy, and churches today could do a far 
more effective work by doing likewise. Get and use this 
book.—_W. R. Siegart. ; 


GOD IS NOT DEAD 
By Bernard Iddings Bell. Harper. 185 pp. $1.50. 

Dr. Bell has capitalized on a most effective way of 
writing sermons and a book, sermons which people will 
listen 10, and a book which people will read. He wrote 
to fifty “highly intelligent lay people and asked help.” 

. The list included business executives, poets, physi- 
eians, actors, labor leaders, two eminent jurists, four 
professors of this and that, two women whose salons are 
famous, two publishers, two journalists, two eminent 
politicians, one of whom may be called a statesman. 

. He explained to each of these that he was about 
to write about ‘Real Spiritual Problems of Mature 
People.’”” Would he or she be good enough to tell what 
his or her one greatest spiritual problem is, ‘‘or in case 
you have none, you might tell me what appears to be 
the chief such problem among your thinking friends?” 

The twenty-two chapters resulting from and based 
on large measure on the responses from these people 
are brim full of interest, thought-provoking interpreta- 
tion, and vigorous, straight-from-the-shoulder talking. 
The range of interest is as wide as life itself, all the 
way from The Common Man, to The Need to Love, to 
The Problem of Wealth, to The Church and the Church, 
to What Kind of Freedom? 

Anyone who has ever read anything from the trench- 
ant pen of this author will relish the prospect of falling 
on this feast of thought, seasoned with invective, en- 
riched with analysis, and strong with the irrevocable 
truths of the ages. The reader may be stirred to ob- 
jection again and again, but he will have a hard time 
reconciling the spiritually-inert practices and the mori- 
bund viewpoints that throttle the lives of so many Chris- 
tians today. Here is “strong meat” for mature men and 
women, and they who read with a desire to be in- 
structed of the Lord will reap a double blessing.—John 
W. McKelvey. 


FAITH FOR THESE TIMES 
By Willard Brewing. Collins. 159 pp. $2.00. 

Dr. Brewing is minister of St. George’s United Church, 
Toronto, and chairman of the Board of Overseas Mis- 
sions of the United Church of Canada. There are 
twenty-four sermons in this little book, and every one 
of them is worth reading and digesting. The sermons, 
for the most part, are brief; all are clear, meaningful 
and pointed. He is evidently a man of wide and 
thoughtful reading, and has made a channel, a clear 
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-in the Church.” 


channel, from his study to his pulpit. The iltustratin 
material to be found in this book is plentiful, and | ii 
does illustrate. He deals with “‘life situations” and doe: 
so in an upstanding and real way. He preaches the 
gospel of a faith that flourishes and grows in gooc 
works, and at the same time brings his hearers a steady 
message of comfort, and must have sent them away witl 
renewed confidence in God and in life-—Wm. Tait Pater 
son, 


CAN THESE BONES LIVE? 
By Roger Babson and Dudley Zuver. 
$2.00 

Most people in America know of Roger Babson and th 
Babson Institute with its forecasts of the money mar 
ket. He is also a leading Churchman and has servyec 
his denomination as national chairman. Dudley Zuve 
is a graduate of Harvard and has served publishers 01 
religious books in an editorial capacity. The thesis 01 
their book, which is not a large one, is that the Churel 
needs religion. They declare there is no real church ir 
America today, no institution that is really functionins 
as the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. Everyone 
preacher, religious educationalist, Sunday School teacher 
church officer, ecclesiastic, (““Obviously we intend the 
term, ecclesiastical mind, in an uncomplimentary 
sense.”’) everyone is held up to the searchlight, minutely 
examined, turned over and properly spanked. Everyone 
in pulpit, in class room, in church board office, in de 
nominational office, has failed and failed pathetically 
The reader will find himself with a red face many} 
times. Of course, much of the criticism is true, only 
too true, but it is rather too wholesale. There mus 
have been, and there must be something of the Spirit in 
the Church or it would not have survived until today 
But all are aware of the growing powerlessness of th 
Church. Why is this so? Say Babson and Zuver, “Be 
cause there is not enough of God, the God of the Bible 
We have gone too much after philoso 
phies, etc. Did not Paul have a word about that? “The 
only God we know, the only God any of us can know 
is the God of the Bible, and all we know of Him i: 
what the Bible discloses... We are too much concernec 
about money and things, and we have brought too many 
of the practices of the moneychangers into the temple 
frequently forgetting and neglecting Christian ethies 
The last chapter on the God of the Bible is worth read 
ing twice. Many will hold this book to be merely de 
structive, but it is more than that. It would be interest 
ing to see what would happen with more Bible religioi 
in the Church, not only in the pulpit but especially it 
the pew.—_ Wm, Tait Paterson. 
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THEREFORE STAND 
By Wilbur M. Smith. Wilde. 614 pp. $3.00. 

The author is teacher of the English Bible at th 
Moody Bible Institute in Chicago. The sub-title is “Y 
Plea for a Vigorous Apologetic in the Present Crisis © 
Evangelical Christianity.” “Vigorous” is the word for it 
The author has a case, as this reviewer believes, and | 
strong case. But too much space is taken up with que 
tations, which do little but, perhaps, spread the messag 
he sets himself to fight and refute. All his rebutta 
quotes are taken from men who lived and wrote in th 
1870s and 1880s. Are there no living, strong New Tests 
ment exegetes who support Dr. Smith’s position? Is he 
even he only, alert? Surely there are others today wh 
have not bowed the knee to Baal. <A strong defense i 
not the best offense, as recent world events have dem 
onstrated. What we need is more positive preaching ¢ 
the Gospel as it is given in the New Testament, not co1 
troversial but dogmatic. Expound*the Bible, not b 
quoting everybody who disagrees with us and trying t 
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for the beauty of its prose, and the plain reader for its readability. 


Good Books are Worth Waiting for 


Don’t be discouraged if your bookseller tells you he has no Moffatt 
Bibles at present. The wartime demand has exceeded our ability 
to manufacture these books. Soon, however, adequate quantities 
of all editions will be available everywhere. Moffatt Testaments 
start at 60¢; Bibles at $3.50. 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
49 East 33rd Street New York 16, N. Y. 


INCREASE YOUR TITHES and OFFERINGS 


with “B & M” Loose Leaf Records 


The plan combines all the business activities of 
the church office in one simplified system. 
“B & M” is a most complete line of Church 
Records and Collection Envelopes. 


W. E. MANSFIELD & CO. 
Box 573 St. Joseph, Missouri 


PULPIT GOWNS 1945 PASTORAL CHRISTMAS SUPPLIES 


a] Our attractive Christmas Calendars, 
VESTMENTS for Cards, Folders, Stationery and 
CLERGY and CHOIR Bulletins are now ready 


CHURCH HANGINGS WRITE TODAY FOR SAMPLES 
CLERICAL SUITS CASSOCKS Md 


We are happy to announce that our 
ALTAR LINENS WEEKLY CHURCH BULLETINS 
Inquiries Invited are now illustrated in color at no 
increase in price -- Write to 


C. M. ALMY & SON, Inc. The WOOLVERTON PRINTING CO. 


562 Fifth Ave. New York, N. Y. CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 
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ymnal! 


e 510 hymns familiar 
and precious, tested 
new material. 
© 67 Scripture read- 
ings for every season; 
also Introits, Benedic- 
tions, Lord’s Prayer 
and Apostles’ Creed; a 
complete service book. 
@ Fullindexes of Top- 
ics, Authors, Com- 
osers, Titles, First 
ines, Tunes, etc. 
® Descants to estab- 
lished tunes—a pop- 
ular feature. 
® Tarnish-proof lac- 
quered cloth binding 
reinforced and gold 
_stamped,tinted edges. 


® Full orchestration. 


THE SERVICE HYMNAL 


Write for a sample of this distinguished book, 
which has brought new life and vigor to thou- 
sands of churches. See for yourself its surpas- 
sing worth and usefulness. 


Meets the Needs of Every Church 


Adopted by 27 Denominations in 48 states and 
other lands. Satisfies every spiritual need, meets 
every musical requirement. Lacquered cloth 
binding, gold stamped; $75 00 a 100, not prepaid. 


SAMPLE ON REQUEST. Write name and 
address on margin. Clip and mail for return- 
able sample. Give Church and Denomination. 


HOPE PUBLISHING 


ESTABLISHED 1892 


only the best in song books COMPANY 


5701-V5 West Lake Street, Chicago 44, Ill. 


* MEMORIALS 
*DONOR TABLETS 
*HONOR ROLLS 

* TESTIMONIALS 
*PEW PLATES 
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BRONZE 
TABLETS 


Now your Church may 
pay a lasting tribute to 
its members who served 
in the armed forces— 
with an Honor Roll 
plaque of solid Bronze. 
The style illustrated is 
but one of the many dis- 
tinctive and _ beautiful 
tablets designed by our 
mastereraftsmen. 

A free full-size drawing of 
the tablet desired will be 
made on request upon re- 
ceipt of your requirements. 
Send for illustrated cata- 
log, to Dept. TE. 


UNITED STATES BRONZE 
SIGN CO., Inc. 


570 Broadway, New York 12, N. Y. 


pound them with a baseball bat, at long range, but t 
coming to grips with both the Bible and our hearers 
Wm. Tait Paterson. 


A KNIGHT THERE WAS 
By Mary England. Macmillan. 60 pp. $1.00. 

This is a story of an English boy with an ambitic 
to become an orchestra conductor whose career was Cl 
short by an enemy shell at E] Alamein. His sense ¢ 
duty to his country in time of need is matched by h 
mother’s faith. The climax of the narrative come 
when the parents realize that there is no separatioi 
that there is a bridge of hope between the living an 
those who live to the full in that blessed abode whet 
fears and tears are unknown.—Paul R. Kirts. 


LIGHT FROM THE OLD FOR A NEW ORDER 
By Dallas C. Baer. Lutheran Literary Board. 

This is volume two of a series of Expository sermor 
on the Eisenach Old Testament lessons and complet 
the series. This volume begins with Pentecost and enc 
with the twenty-seventh Sunday after Trinity. The fir: 
volume of this series was noted in the August, 194 
issue of The Expositor. They are not unusual or ou 
standing, but are good sermons.—W. R. Siegart. 


MEETING LIFE SITUATIONS 
By C. B. Strong. Beacon Hill Press. 125 pp. $1.00. 
The Beacon Hill Press is a trade outlet for th 
Nazarene Publishing House. The title of the volum 
might lead some to expect it to be a modern psycholog 
cal book. It tells forty-five life stories concerning variou 
problems of people and how they were solved, most 
through prayer and conversion. This would be a goo 
book to use with a psychology of counselling becaus 
even though one may disagree with some of it, neve 
theless it would tend to keep the counsellor conscious ¢ 
the fact that he must use the Bible, prayer and lea 
men to the Christ.—W. R. Siegart. 


SILA SON OF CONGO 
By Goldie Ruth Wells. The Bethany Press. 194 pp. $1.5) 

Goldie Ruth Wells, a missionary to the Belgian Cong 
region has written a book of absorbing interest whic 
like a motion picture, portrays the actual life of Cong 
land both before the coming of “The Good News” an 
since its transforming work. Here one sees what | 
being daily wrought by the teaching and practice of th 
Gospel of Christ. 

This little book is not only interesting reading; it 
impressively informing and educative. It should be i 
the hands of young people in every Church. It will eo! 
vince any fair-minded reader of the value of Christia 
missions, Pastors will find in it illustrative materia 
There are over three dozen good pictures taken in th 
Congo region and well selected. I'm putting a copy i 
our Women's Missionary Library.—F. W. Burnham. 


SOLDIER, YOU'RE IT! 
By Ralph Waldo Nelson. Associated Press. 132 pp. $1.0 

This book is authored by the Professor of Philosoph 
and the Philosophy of Jesus, in Phillips Universit 
Enid, Okla. 

A glance at the table of contents reveals no new su 
jects. Beginning with “Confusion” we read why tl 
book was written. Its purpose is to clarify our mind 
the “Babel” of our thought, on matters pertaining 1 
the “Bible,” ‘“Foxhole,”’ “Joshua,” “Jesus,” “Caesar 
“Love,” “Democracy,” ‘‘Freedom,” “Accidents,” “Pra 
er,” “Church,” “Heaven,” “Earth.” 

We have all dealt with the above themes in ot 
preaching and writing and have done a job accordir 
to our background, if not always to our satisfaction. 
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The Professor gives us a new approach toward a 
tter understanding of these age-old questions. He 
iches us how to gain a better evaluation, a more 
actical understanding. He realizes the returning sol- 
sr will be confused by various interpretations and 
vers schools of thought. 
In short, there are two ways to distinguish truth from 
ror. The first is the oldest, The way of our childhood 
id everyday thinking. He calls it the ‘Common Sense” 
uy. It is older than we are, because men have been 
inking this way as long as they have been men. We 
low this by the fact that they met their difficulties 
id dangers and solved them sufficiently to survive and 
rve as our ancestors. 
The other way of knowing is much newer. It is so 
odern we haven’t worn the brilliant paint off it yet. 
Ve are quoting the author.) It was successfully plan- 
sd in our civilization by Socrates and Plato twenty- 
ur centuries ago. In other civilizations, such as those 
' China or India, it may be older yet. That is impor- 
mt. What counts is that this second way of knowing 
an awkward and overconfident stripling compared 
ith its ancient rival of (Suppose we guess) 5,000 cen- 
ries. For lack of a better name, maybe we can call 
the ‘“‘Wise Man’s Way.” 
So here we have a new approach toward a better 
nderstanding of subjects and themes, which always 
ave challenged and always will challenge man’s think- 
ig. 
That we need such an aid, as pastors and preachers, 
des without saying. It is part of our thinking to make 
‘ooked paths straight, clear the fog, set up a beacon. 
hat is, if we are truly prophets and guides in the 
salm of the soul.—Chaplain Richard Braunstein. 


[ARK TWAIN, PILGRIM FROM HANNIBAL 

y William C. S. Pellowe. The Hobson Book Press. 301 
p. $2.00. 

It was not the author’s intention to produce a bi- 
sraphy of Twain or to present opinion as to his place 
s a literary artist. He aimed instead to follow the pil- 
rimage of his inner life, of Twain the man. The book 
rings together the many reefrences to doctrinal de- 
ates, to the clergy, to church affairs which were scat- 
ared throughout his own writings and writings about 
im. 

“Opening chapters reconstruct the community back- 
round and tell what kind of parents he had. The 
hapter titled ‘Mark Twain and the Beecher Family” 
oncludes with a reply to the question, ‘‘What was there 
bout Twain that made so many renowned clergymen 
terested in him?’ “They perceived the sterling worth 
f a seeker after truth at the center of his personality.” 
Chapter 10, bearing the title, “Unintentional Cru- 
der,” presents an interesting estimate of Mark Twain’s 
yfluence on the religion of his day and after. He was 
humorist and as such he directed his satire at ado- 
sscent ideas of Church and State. The author quotes 
ith approval the testimony of William D. Howells: “I 
ave never been asked by Mark Twain to laugh at any 
eally fine or good thing.’”’ The author backs up with 
eferences to the humorist’s writings the opinion that 
‘wain had the necessary art to explode artificiality. 
As an honest doubter, Twain “injected something new 
ito American philosophic life.’’ Disaster, pain, and 
uman foolishness made him a pessimist, unwilling to 
ccept the theory that mankind is bound to continue on 
n upward spiral. ‘He raised questions about the 
1eaning of life and the ultimate goals of history which 
ave not by any means as yet been adequately 
nswered, and thus saved us all from smug compla- 


ency.’’ 
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Outstanding 
New Publications 


Experience 
Worketh Hope 


Being Some Thoughts 
For a Troubled Day 


By 
ARTHUR JOHN GOSSIP 


The new volume of sermons by one 
of the foremost preachers .of our 
day, like his earlier works—“The 
Hero In Thy Soul” etc.,—is superbly 


} vital, with a definite and heartening 


message for the times. “This is really 
great preaching, arresting without 
being sensational, original but never 
eccentric? —Christian Century $2.00 


* 


A Religious Book 
Club Selection 


Bringing Our 
World Together 


A Study in World Community 
By 


1 DANIEL JOHNSON FLEMING 


Dr. Fleming shows how—through 
the study of history, of culture, of 
ethics, of the origin of races—the 
unity of mankind becomes more and 
more obvious. A timely and valu- 
able book .. especially for the many 
study-groups now considering this 
important subject. $2.00 


at your bookstore 
CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, NEW YORK 
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That such a volume of undoubted value should be is- 
sued in typewriting is regrettable. When a woman re- 
ceived her Literary Digest, that in a printers’ strike 
came out in typewriting, she said, “It doesn’t seem like 
reading.” One cannot refrain from quoting Benjamin 
Sherblow, a typographical expert: “The more one fusses 
with type, in conscious and deliberate effort to do some- 
thing new and astonishing with type, the more he de- 
feats the only purpose of type, which is to convey ideas 


by means of words.” 

A bibliography listing standard sources relating to 
lark ‘Twain and several new titles, together with an 
index, rounds out a work which merits the attention of 
those who want to think about their religion.—Paul R. 


Kirts. 


CHURCH BULLETINS 


Scriptural — Artistically Designed 
Large Assortment — Self Selection 
Lithographed — Special Days — General Use 
Be Sure to Get Our Free Catalog and Samples 


ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 
LoOUNTS VILE 2, lex. 


Church Tindows 
ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, a 
d and Ecclesiastical Glass j 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


CHURCH FURNITURE 


Pews, Pulpits, Pulpit Chairs, Communion Tables, 
Baptismal Fonts, Sunday School Furniture. 
We allow for or sell your old equipment. 


Catalogue and details on request 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO., Dept. C, Scranton 2, Pa. 


CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 


Hangings - Ornaments 
and Supplies 


Catalog Free on request 


THE C. E. WARD CO. 
New London, Ohio 


PIPE ORGANS 
A. J. SCHANTZ SONS & CO. 


Established 1873 
ORRVILLE, OHIO 


Member Associated Organbuilders of America 


47 BUSY PASTORS ASSISTED 4 


SPECIAL SERMONS: A secretarial service bureau 
in the preparation of Speeches, Discourses, Articles, 
Treatises to definite requirements - Moderate rates - 
Experience over 25 years - No duplicates sold. 


AUTHORS RESEARCH BUREAU 
516 Fifth Avenue New York City 
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Ilid- Week Suggestions 


I. God’s Protective Love 


Organ: “Distant Chimes’’—Shackley. 

Invocation: “He that is mighty hath dor 
to me great things; and holy is His Name.” 

Hymn: “Love Divine, all Love Excelling.’ 

Psalm: 91, responsively. 

Hymn: “Christ of the Upward Way.” 

Scripture: Isaiah 41:8-14. 

Hymn: ‘Father, in Thy Mysterious Pre 
ence kneeling.” 

Pastor: Like the small boy, embarking on his fir 
trip away from home, we are fearful of the hazar 
in the path ahead. Tommy had never travelled alo: 
on a train, and when his father put him on the trai 
carrying him to a distant city, to visit an Aunt, | 
feared what might happen to him. However, tl 
conductor came and helped him to find the answ 
to his needs; the porter brought him apples, mil 
and later took him to the diner; at the station |] 
was met by a cab-driver, taken to his Aunt’s hom 
and delivered in safety and — wonder over the goo 
ness of people in their efforts to make his joumn 
safe and comfortable. 

Tommy did not know that his father had arrange 
with the conductor, the porter, and the cab-driver i 
be on the alert and extend a helping hand. 

So, our Father in Heaven, knowing in advan 
what the hazards are, what the needs of the journe 
through life are, and whom to contact in advance 
arranges for all these in advance, if we but place o 
trust in Him, and walk according to His Will. 

Hymn: “I Need Thee Every Hour.” 

. Prayer: (Especially for trust in God's lo 
ing protection for His children, relieving o1 
minds and hearts of fear and foreboding « 
the obstacles in the path ahead.) 

Hymn: “God Moves in a Mysterious Way. 

Organ: “March in B Flat"—Dunean. 


II. ‘“Abounders” or “Slackers” 


Organ: “Intermezzo” —Mascagni. 

Invocation: “It is a good thing to git 
thanks unto Jehovah, and to sing praises unt 
Thy Name, O Most High.” 


Hymn: “O Grant Us Light, That We Mz 
Know.” 

Psalm: 77, responsively. 

Hymn: “Send Down Thy Truth, O God. 


Scripture: Judges 5: 12-17; Neh. 3:5; Ac 
13: 13; 2: Tim. 1:15; 2 Cor. 8:7: 9:8: 2 Be 
1:8. 

Hymn: 


Pastor: 


“Lord of Our Life.” 


Events in the history of the human ra 
leave us with a heritage of new expressions, albe 
the experiences, graces, or shortcomings covered a 
as old as the race. “Slacker” was a term evolve 
during the first World War. The meaning is know 
to us all, and slackers have been a part of hum: 
experience always. We find them in the mode 
home circle, community and church circle, ever 
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here. The present world upheaval has brought us 
any more words, describing not only the same lack 
responsibility, but, more than that, terms that give 
the results of the “slackers” lack of responsibility 
id cooperation. Those who do not help to do their 
ft in any endeavor help the enemy. Thus the 
lacker” is not a negative force, but an active enemy 
any cause. (Nehemiah rebuilding the wall of 
rusalem, not alone for protection, patriotism, but 
an act of piety to the glory of God, and the pres- 
vation of the nation, to whom the Messiah was 
omised. “. . . but their nobles put not their necks 
the task.”” Neh. 3:5.) Being in a position of au- 
Ority and influence, their “slacker” attitude helped 
€ enemy, as well as putting their burden of work 
1 those already shouldering their own. (Read the 
ory of Deborah and the call for men at a critical 
me.) 
Now, to offset this weakness among us, we have 
 “Abounder,” the spiritual strength which per- 
its the few to make up for the weaknesses of many, 
e moral. giants who can say “this one thing I do” 
ud risk their lives to follow through; “I regret I 
ave only one life to give . . .” and stand with un- 
inching courage against everything that would wean 
em away from the covenants made with their God. 
Abounders?’’ Yes, we have them in every home, in 
yety church and community. Our state and na- 
onal life is replete with the history of great devo- 
on to righteous causes, above and beyond the call of 
idividual duty. During periods of great unrest and 
anger, such as we are experiencing now, many 
eroes are being decorated, but thousands of 
Abounders” are just accepted, like the Tekoites 
uilding the Wall of Jerusalem, while the rest stand 
Dout “putting not their necks to the work of the 
ord.” As individual citizens we must choose which 
re shall be, slackers or abounders! One group works 
ctivily for God; the other just stands and helps the 
nemy. 
Hymn: “City of God, how Broad and Fair.” 
Prayer: (Especially for courage and en- 
husiasm to choose the side of the “abounders,” 
nd give our lives actively to God, thus to live 
‘p to the promises made to Him at the time of 
Saptism or on joining His Church.) 


Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation .. .” 
Benediction. 
Organ: ‘‘Postludium in F’—Rimk. 

II. “These Words of Mine” 
Organ: ‘Solemn Prelude’ —Noble. 
Invocation: Psalm 27: 6-9. 
Hymn: “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord.” 
Psalm: 29 and 30, responsively. 


Hymn: “City of God, how Broad and Fair.” 

Scripture: Matthew 6 and 7, to verse 24, 
nay be assigned prior to the hour of service, 
o readers will be familiar with them. Pastor 
ead verses 24 and 25 of chapter 7. Also, 
ohn 6:63; 17:8. 


Hymn: “One Holy Church of God Ap- 
ears.” 
Pastor: ‘These words of mine” Jesus assures us 


ave a spiritual, life-giving endurance, because they 
ome from the source of all life. Those who accept 
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GOWNS 
for the 
PULPIT and CHOIR 


Cotrell and Leonard, Inc. 
Established 1832 
485 Broadway Albany, N. Y. 


Quality Dependable Service 


Materials, 


—_—_——_____. 


COMMUNION TABLES 


Beautiful Designs in Richly Carved Wood. 
Splendid For Memorial Presentation. Priced 
from $45.00 upward. Booklet of Designs 
Submitted On Request 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO., Dept. 500, Scranton 2, Pa. 


Choir and Pulpit 
GOWNS 


Fine materials, beautiful 
work, pleasingly low prices. 
Catalog, samples on request. 
State your needs, name of 
fea Church. DeMoulin Bros. 
,) & Co. 1153 S. 4th Street, 
Greenville, Nlinois 


Beautiful Worship Program Folders 


FOR SEASONAL AND GENERAL USE 
FOR THE ENRICHMENT OF YOUR CHURCH 
SERVICE 
REQUEST FOR FREE SAMPLES HONORED 
GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CGO. 
New York 7, N. Y. 


150 Nassau Street 


BRASS ALTAR WARE 


Complete Selection of Crosses, Candelabras, 
Vases, Candlesticks and other Brassware 
NOW AVAILABLE 
Write for Catalogue and Price List 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO., Dept. 800, Scranton 2, Pa. 


SUPPORT THE PUBLICATIONS 
YOU WANT CONTINUED 
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NOW! — 24 “NEW- 
PROCESS” Stencils and 
Backing Sheets, Stencil Ce- 
ment, Brush,—ONLY $2.45. 
Two quires (48) $4.50. Three 


quires $6.45. Five quires 

(10 Dozen) Only $10.25, 

PREPAID Anywhere. “Best 

: You Have Ever Used.” 30- 

NEW PROCESS Day Money Back Guarantee. 

THE WORLD'S Used Mimeographs Bought 

No.1 STENCIL AND and Sold. ALL MA KES 

BACKING SHEET Duplicator Supplies, — Inks, 

OF TOMORROW Tracing Scopes, Bulletin De- 

signs, Cartoons, Styli, Let- 

tering Guides, Accessories, Typewriter _and Duplicator 
Platen Rollers. EVERYTHING. Literature Free. 


EXPERT Typewriter and Duplicator Cleaning, Repairing. 
Write us. x PRINTOMATIC” SELF-FEEDING ROTARY 
STENCIL POST CARD PRINTER $9.50 COMPLETE. 
PRINTOMATIC STENCILS $1.50 for 24. 


PITTSBURGH TYPEWRITER SUPPLY CO. 


336BA-FOURTH AVE., PITTSBURGH 22, PA. 


CLARKS —UNITVPE 
BRONZED COPPER 
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 
SS 
ILLUMINATED CROSSES 


ART BRONZE TABLETS 
CHURCH MARKERS 
MEMORIAL GIFT PLATES 


W. L. CLARK COMPANY, Inc 


52 LAFAYETTE STREET —Whunufevetarers, Cok. 1972 NEW YORK 13, 


SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 


Pipe Organs 


AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


Inquiries Welcomed 


HALF-TONE ELECTROTYPES 


For the embellishment of Church Printing 
Our Portfolio of 300 subjects 
FREE to Ministers 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO. 


150 NASSAU ST., NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 


BAPTISMAL FONTS 


In richly carved wood or beautiful colored marble. 
Especially suitable for memorial gifts. Complete 
selection of designs from $62.50 upward. 


Write for catalogue and price list 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO., Dept. 100, Scranton 2, Pa. 


Hearses are poor conveyances to a satisfying 
Church service. 
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them and obey them are the wise among men. B 
yond this obvious meaning, let us focus our attentic 
now on the enduring life of “These words of mine 
No generation of man has come and moved on tl 
stage of life, that some effort has not been made 
suppress or defeat “These words of mine,” viz., th 
Christian message of hope and everlasting life. (Pa 
tor can trace this effort from the time of Chri: 
down through the Nazi savagery, and how the b 
liever stood up against the effort at suppression am 
martyrdom, even,.down to the present day.) 

What is the subtle thing, the energy, the life gi 
ing quality in the words of Jesus Christ, that h 
made them live through 2,000 years of anti-activit 
or neglect and’ indifference? Where lies their vite 
ity? Their transforming power? True, the wor 
were spoken with a measure of authority, becau 
Jesus was a teacher, but these words have outlive 
the potency and authority of the average teache 
Jesus gives us the answer in the simple words, “T, 
words that I have spoken unto you are spirit, and ai 
life?’ (The pastor can find and relate countless ; 
lustrations of methods used by God to spread “the 
words of mine’ among men, and members can aa 
many of their own. Make it a testimony meeting.) 


Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation Is Jes 
Christ, Our Lord.” 
Prayer: (For grace to accept the words « 


God as spirit and life, and become “abounders 
in sharing them with men and women an 
children throughout God’s world, to His glor 
and to our desire for brotherhood, peace, an 
promise of everlasting life.) 


Hymn: “The Church’s One Founda 
HOR ee 

Benediction. 

Organ: “March Triomphale’”—W achs. 


IV. Gifts for The King 


Organ: “O Beautiful Jesus’’—Stainer. 

Invocation: “Thy throne, O God, is fe 
ever and ever; a sceptre of equity is the scept 
of Thy kingdom: Thou hast loved righteou 
ness, and hated wickedness; therefore Go 
Thy God hath annointed Thee with the oil « 
gladness above thy fellows. All Thy ga 
ments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassi 
out of every palace Stringed instruments hat 
made Thee glad.” 

Hymn: “Rejoice, ye Pure in Heart.” 

Psalm: 48 and 49, responsively. 

Hymn: “The Spacious Firmament.” 

Scripture: Matt. 2: 1-12. 

Hymn: “Hail, Gladdening Light.’’ 

Pastor: Delightfully poetic, and prophetical 
large and broad is this story. We see a picture | 
ancient and oriental setting, strong, clear, sharp - 
outline, little detail; a story that has fascinated mat 
kind for 2,000 years; a story imprisoned in a fran 
of fact and fancy. 

The medieval writers tell us the strangers we 
three in number, they were kings, named Gaspa 
Melchior, and Balthasar; they come into our vie 
riding on stately camels with oriental trapping 
dignified eastern sages in flowing whiet beard 
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some dim way, some groping fashion, they had 
me to believe that the GREAT KING had been 
mm among men, a kingdom by rightful and undis- 
ted right. It matters little whether they came from 
rabia or Persia, or whence the star. We ate as- 
red that the three kings believed, and forthwith 
stened to do him homage, acknowledging HIS au- 
ority over theirs by offering HIM appropriate gifts. 
The villian takes our attention for a fleeting glance, 
king —startled by the simple questions of the 
sitors in their search for the KING for whom 
ey were bringing gifts — jealous of his own little 
ywers, and scheming to do harm to the newly-born 
ING. How human! 

The gifts presented, when they finally reach their 
ject of worship, are gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
old, for a king; frankincense for worship; myrrh, 
€ aromatic gum used to annoint the bodies of the 
ad, pointed to a mortal, a man who should one 
y die. The painters of this picture saw in these 
fts the recognition of Jesus as sovereign; as divine, 
das human. It may be that the Magi simply 
lected the gifts most precious in their sight, to do 
mage to ONE whom they believed to have rightful 
thority over all kings. 

How are we ready, today, to fit into this picture? 
Ow are we ready to acknowledge Jesus as King 
er all men? MHow are we ready to part with our 
Ost precious possessions in His honor? How are 
= ready to start forthwith on a long and tedious 
urney, searching Him out, in order to present our 
fts? How are we ready to evade the jealousy of 
ildoers, in the effort to suppress the work of the 
‘wly-born king? 


Hymn: ‘Now Thank we all our God.” 
Prayer. 

Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God...” 
Benediction. 


Organ: “Fugue in A Minor’—Bach. 


urrent Exchange 
Continued from page 567) 


At first it seemed odd, then amusing, that 
ese Mexican tradespeople were better versed 
| the money values of other than their native 
nd. Then the humanity of it dawned. Like 
yu and I, the Mexican is human and know- 
g more about the other man’s business than 
yout one’s own is a human tendency, else there 
ould not be so many Protestants who know 
ore about Catholic programs than their own, 
- denominationalists who would pass the final 
ord on their neighbor’s faith, while in sad ig- 
yrance of the depths and riches of their own. 
It is well to be informed but we undersell 
| Christianity and make a mockery of our faith 
fore the non-churched, when we _ speak 
iently of the values of others and need paper 
\d-pencil to determine our own. 
mie: 


sus trusted His followers with a most sacred 
charge. 
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UNION LESSON HELPS 


on the International Uniform Lessons ° 


are based 


squarely on 
the Bible 


Union Lesson Helps stand for and emphasize the 
foundation truths held in common by all evangelical 
Christians. Undenominational and uncontroversial, 
they can be used with safety in any Sunday school. 


Write for free specimens 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
«Philadelphia, Pa. 


1816 Chestnut Street 


GENUINE 
SOLID BRONZE 


TABLETS 


Now released by W.P.B., 
handsome imperishable In- 
by ternational Solid Bronze for 
WAR MEMORIALS ¢ HONOR ROLLS 
DONOR TABLETS 
3 and other Church purposes 
Many designs, superb work- 
manship, modest prices. 
:Write for free catalogue X 


Solving Church 
School Problems 


By IRENE SMITH 
Answers present-day 
problems common to all 
church schools. Ap- 
proved for leadership 
training course. 

A TEXTBOOK FOR 
LEADERS OF CHURCH 
SCHOOLS 
Clothbound $1.25 
Paperbound -50 
Write for quantity rates 


At your Church Publishing House 


WARNER PRESS :: Anderson, Indiana 


F STANDARD’S LESSONS 


for 1946-. 
Still TRUE-TO-THE-BIBLE 


Bible truths come FIRST in Standard’s Closely 
Graded and Uniform lessons, story papers, 


helps. Start 1946 right! Send for free samples, 
catalogue; state grade in which interested. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


8th and Cutter Streets, Cincinnati 3, Ohio 
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when this fine organ will 
again be available to those 
seeking the best. 
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PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings - Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers - Communion Linens 
Embroideries - Fabrics 


1837 Marking 108 years of service 
to the church and clergy 


1945 
COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 


BRUNSWICK 
FOLDING CHAIRS 


FOR EVERY USE 
WRITE FOR DESGRIPTIONS AND PRICES 


BRUNSWICK SEATING CORP. 


LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 


Write for FREE Choir Gown Style Book 
Cl7, Pulpit Apparel Style Book CPé67. 
Ask for Budget Payment Plan. 

Confirmation Gowns-—rental or sale. 


E-R-MOORE COMPANY 


932 Dakin St. 425 Fifth Ave. 
Chicago 13, I. New York 16, N.Y. 


MENEELY 
BELL CO. 


22 RIVER ST,., 
TROY, N.Y. 


PULPIT ROBES 


Vestments * Hangings * Stoles 
Embroideries, Etc. 
NEW CATALOG on Request 


NATIONAL CHURCH GOODS SUPPLY CO. 
Division- of ey ¢ 

NATIONAL ACADEMIC CAP & GOWN CO 

PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 


821.23 ARCH ‘ST, 
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McCarthy & Simon. 


Moore, E. R. .......... 
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Int. Bronze Tablet Co... 6¢ 
U. S. Bronze Sign Co... 5g 


HYMN BOOKS : 


Hope Publishing Co. WW. 59 
INSURANCE | 
Presby. Ministers Fund... 5§ 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Goodenough & Woglom 
O6-. kee 590, 5S 


ORGANS (Pipes) 


Austin Urgan Co... 
Schantz, A. J....... 
Wicks Organ Co. 
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David. GC. Cook.............08 60 
Standard Publishing Co... 60 
Warner Press oo..eccccccccnue 60 


WINDOWS (Stained Glass) 


St. Joseph’s Art Glass...... 59 


EL eessssssSSST/? 
Firms whose names you find here have proven thei 
integrity in serving BUYERS of Church Equipmen 
$$ eeeeeeeeeeSeOONOCOCSCisSS 


The Exposito 


